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The  upward  trend  in  world  wool 
production  has  been  resumed.  Pro- 
duction of  2,  992  million  pounds  for 
1958-59  was 4  percent  higher  than  the 
previous  season,  and  20  percent  high- 
er than  the  1951-55  average.  U.  S  . 
production  was  about  the  same  in 
1958-59  as  the  previous  season. 


World  consumption  in  1958  declin- 
ed 6.  0  percent  from  the  1957  record 
high.  TJ.  S.  wool  consumption  was 
down  8.  7  percent  from  1957.  How- 
ever, both  foreign  and  domestic  con- 
sumption increased  during  the  last 
quarter  of  1958  and  have  continued  to 
rise  during  the  early  part  of  this  year. 
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Prices  received  for  shorn  wool  by  United  States 
growers  during  July  1959  were  16  percent  above  a 
year  ago.  This  reflects  the  general  improvement  in 
world  wool  demand  and  prices  which  began  in  the 
closing  months  of  1958,  and  has  continued  during  the 
first  half  of  1959.  A  further  expansion  in  world  sup- 
plies and  disappearance  appears  likely  in  coming 
months. 

World  sheep  numbers  have  continued  to  rise  for  the 
twelfth  consecutive  year  and  the  Foreign  Agricultural 
Service  estimates  the  1959  numbers  at  967  million 
head  ,  1.6  percent  more  than  1958.  About  two-thirds 
of  this  increase  is  in  the  USSR. 

The  first  estimate  of  the  1959-60  world  wool  produc- 
tion which  begins  July  1,  1959  in  the  British  Dominion 
countries  and  October  1  in  South  America  is  5,445 
million  pounds,  grease  basis,  or  up  135  million  pounds 
or  2.5  percent  from  the  revised  estimate  for  the  season 
just  ended.  This  would  result  in  a  new  record  high. 
Australia  and  the  U.  S.S.R.  arc  the  countries  indicating 
the  largest  increases,  while  smaller  clips  are  expected 
in  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  because  of  severe  floods. 

The  1958  world  raw  wool  consumption  of  2,774  mil- 
lion pounds,  clean  basis,  compared  with  an  estimated 
production  luring  the  1958  season  of  2,876  million 
pounds,  clean  basis.  Consumption  in  1958  was  b  per- 
cent below  the  record  figure  ot  1957,  reflecting  a 
9  peri  ent  decrease  in  the  Unite  d  States,  and  a  10  per- 


cent decrease  in  the  foreign  free  world,  but  a  7  percent 
increase  in  the  Communist  countries. 

During  the  current  season  exports  from  all  5  major 
surplus  producing  countries  are  above  last  year.  Thus 
the  sharp  decline  of  last  season  has  been  reversed. 
In  1958  free  world  imports  of  raw  wool  totaled  2,286 
million  pounds  actual  weight,  11  percent  below  1957. 

In  importing  countries,  more  wool  was  used  than  was 
imported  or  produced  by  drawing  down  commer 
stocks.  However,  as  a  counterpart  of  this,  there  was 
more  than  a  50  percent  increase  in  stocks  in  major 
exporting  countries.  By  mid-1959  exporters  had  dis- 
posed of  the  bulk  of  the  increase  in  stocks. 

The  firm  demand  in  recent  months  has  been  1 1 
fleeted  in  world  prices.  The  Australian  season  closed 
with  better  grades  19  to  23  cents  above  Januar1  bul 
still  below  a  year  ago.  The  coarser  grades,  howev  n 
were  selling  at  or  above  year  earlier  prices.  Indu- 
tions  are  for  continued  strong  prices  when  the  Aus- 
tralian auctions  reopen  next  month. 

United  States  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  dun  nr. 
January-June  totaled  138.4  million  pounds,  scoui 
basis,  36  percent  more  than  last  year.  Came'  'vrtol 
consumption  during  these  same  months  totaled  86.Z 
million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  76  percent  more  dian  a 
year  ago.  This  is  the  highest  first  six  months  use  of 
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carpet  wool  since  1950.  The  total  raw  wool  consump- 
tion during  January-June  1959  was  224.6  million  pounds 
scoured  basis,  almost  49  percent  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Reflecting  the  greatly  increased  rate  of  mill  use, 
total  imports  for  consumption  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1959  were  172.1  million  pounds,  clean  con- 
tent, or  almost  double  those  of  the  same  period  last 
year.  Duty-free  imports  totaled  112.6  million  pounds, 
dutiable,  59.5  million  pounds. 

Based  on  consumption  to  date,  adjusted  for  normal 
seasonal  variations,  a  total  United  States  mill  consump- 
tion of  up  to  435  million  pounds ,  scoured  basis,  is 
indicated  for  1959.  This  assumes  that  127  million 
pounds  of  apparel  wool  and  84  million  pounds  of  carpet 
wool  will  be  used  during  July-December  1959.  In  order 
to  maintain  carryover  stocks  at  approximately  the  same 
level  as  on  January  1,  1959,  the  projected  rate  of 
consumption  would  call  for  imports  of  apparel  wool  at 
a  rate  about  3  times  as  high  as  actual  imports  during 
July-December,  1958.  Imports  of  carpet  wool  at  approxi- 
mately three-fourths  the  rates  in  July-December  1958 
would  appear  adequate  to  meet  indicated  needs. 

The  average  price  received  for  shorn  wool  by  United 
States  growers  during  July  1959  was  44.1  cents  per 
pound,  compared  with  38.0  cents  in  July  1958,  and  an 
average  price  of  36.4  cents  for  the  1958  season.  On 
the  basis  of  this  1958  season  average  price,  producers 
are  now  receiving  their  incentive  payments  for  the 


1958  marketing  year.  Such  payments  amount  to  70.3 
percent  of  each  individual's  net  receipts  from  the  sale 
of  shorn  wool,  the  amount  needed  to  bring  the  United 
States  average  return  up  to  the  incentive  level  of  62 
cents.  The  1957  rate  of  payment  was  15.5  percent. 

Prices  for  domestic  shorn  wool  at  Boston  for  the  week 
ending  July  31  were  4  to  11  percent  higher  than  the  week 
ending  May  22,  and  9  to  32  percent  higher  than  those  of 
August  1958. 

The  estimated  1959  United  States  shorn  wool  produc- 
tion is  252  million  pounds  grease  basis,  5  percent  more 
than  1958  and  the  highest  since  1946,  primarily  re- 
flecting flock  expansion  that  started  in  1957.  The  number 
of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn  is  estimated  at  30.5  million 
head,  3  percent  more  than  1958. 


During  January-March  1959  United  States  production 
of  woolen  and  worsted  woven  goods  (except  felt)  was 
17.5  percent  above  the  first  quarter  of  1958.  The 
production  of  apparel  items  was  19  percent  above  last 
year,  while  output  of  non-apparel  items  was  down  18.5 
percent.  Consumption  of  wool  in  textile  items  de- 
livered to  the  Armed  Forces  during  January-March 
also  was  substantially  above  the  low  level  of  a  year 
earlier.  The  number  of  cuttings  of  men's  tailored 
clothing  and  of  women's  outerwear  garments  also  in- 
creased during  the  first  five -six  months  this  year  in 
comparison  to  last  year. 
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World  Sheep  Numbers 
Continue  To  Rise 

World  sheep  numbers  during  1958-59  continued  to 
rise  for  the  twelfth  consecutive  year.  The  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  estimates  the  total  in  1959  at 
967  million  head,  or  about  1.6  percent  more  than  in 
1958  (table  1%  This  is  an  increase  of  7.6  percent 
since  1956.  Numbers  of  sheep  in  the  United  States 
are  the  highest  since  1948.  They  increased  4  per- 
cent between  1958  and  1959.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
15-million-head  world  increase  from  a  year  earlier 
was  in  the  U.SJS.R.  Sheep  numbers  increased  less 
than  1  percent  from  a  year  earlier  in  foreign  free 
world  countries.  They  remained  about  the  same  in 
the  five  principal  wool  exporting  countries — Australia, 
New  Zealand,  Union  of  South  Africa,  Argentina,  and 
Uruguay — but  gained  considerably  in  Brazil,  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  Turkey. 


New  Record  High  In 
World  Production 

The  first  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  estimate  of  the 
1959-60  world  wool  production  is  a  record  5,445  mil- 
lion pounds,  grease  basis,  up  135  million  pounds  or 
2.5  percent  from  the  revised  estimate  for  1958-59 
(table  8).  Included  in  this  estimate  for  1959-60  are  the 
1959  clips  of  producing  countries  in  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  and  the  1959-60  clips  of  the  Southern 
Hemisphere. 


An  increase  of  93  million  pounds,  or  almost  6  per- 
cent, is  indicated  for  Australia.  The  estimate  for  the 
U„S.S.R.  indicates  an  increase  of  50  million  pounds,  or 
about  7  percent.  Smaller  increases  are  expected  in  the 
United  States,  United  Kingdom,  Communist  China, 
Union  of  South  Africa,  and  New  Zealand.  Estimated 
clips  for  Argentina  and  Uruguay  are  reduced  from  last 
year  owing  to  heavy  floods  during  1959.  The  Argentina 
clip  is  expected  to  be  down  23.3  million  pounds  or  about 
5  percent,  while  the  estimate  for  Uruguay  is  down  16.4 
million  pounds  or  about  9  percent.  Smaller  decreases 
are  indicated  in  Spain,  Brazil,  Iran,  and  several  other 
countries. 


Higher  output  this  season  will  continue  the  upward 
trend  in  world  wool  production,  following  a  slight 
decline  in  1957-58.  World  raw  wool  production  in 
1958-59  set  a  new  record  high  of  5,310  million  pounds, 
grease  basis,  260  million  or  5  percent  above  1957-58. 

While  total  raw  wool  production  in  the  United  States 
changed  less  than  1  percent  from  1957-58  to  1958-59, 
production  in  foreign  free  world  countries  was  up  4 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.  This  increase  was  mainly 
due  to  a  10  percent  higher  clip  in  Australia,  though 
less  significant  increases  took  place  also  in  New 
Zealand,  South  Africa,  United  Kingdom,  and  Argentina. 
On  the  other  hand,  production  was  estimated  below  a 
year  earlier  in  Uruguay,  down  11  percent,  and  ] 
Brazil,  down  10  percent,  due  to  high  rainfall  and  unsea-j 
.sonable  weather. 
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Table  1. -Estimated  world  sheep  numbers, 
continent  or  area,  1956-1959 

by 

Area 

1956 

:  1957 

:      1958  : 

1959 

:  Percentage 
:  change  1959' 
:  from  1958 

.  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent 

.ted  States  : 
'dei  gn  free  world 
)ther  North  America 
Jouth  America  : 
7e  stern  Europe  ; 

If  r  Lea  : 
Jon-Communistic  ; 

Asia  : 
Oceania  j 

!  31.3 

!  7.8 

118.  4 
.  75.8 
1A0.7 

135.}* 
179.** 

30.8 

7.9 
119.3 
75.8 
144.4 

138.9 
192.2 

31.3 

8.0 
124.3 
78.0 
144.5 

140.2 
195.  ^ 

32.6 

8.0 
122.6 
80.6 
144.4 

141.8 
195.5 

+4.2 

-1.4 

+3.3 
-.1 

+1.1 
+  'r- 

Total 

657.5 

678.5 

690.4 

692.9 

+.£ 

:  nmunist   bloc  ; 
countries  : 
iast  Europe  : 
J.S.S.R.  ; 
2hina  : 

;  4l.O 
103.5 
65.5 

39.^ 
108.0 

69.7 

39.0 
120.2 
71.0 

39.6 
129.6 
72.0 

+1.5 
+7.8 
+1.4 

Total  : 

210.0 

217.1 

230.2 

241.2 

+4.8 

Total  world 

898.8 

926.4 

951.9 

966.7 

+1.6 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service 

• 

Hie  Communist  countries  further  increased  their  wool 
.put  in  1958-59.  The  Soviet  Union  registered  about 
11  percent  increase,  while  Communist  China  was 
rreasing  its  production  about  10  percent. 

arp  Declines  In  Consumption 
Precede  Recent  Recovery 

Vorld  raw  wool  consumption  in  1958,  is  estimated  by 
;  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee  at  2,774  million 
unds  ,    clean  basis,  compared  with  an  estimated 
58  production  of  2,876  million  pounds,  clean  basis, 
nsumption  in  1958  was  6  percent  below  the  record 
ure  of  a  year  earlier  (table  2).  Consumption  declined 
most  major  manufacturing  countries  of  Western 
rope  as  well  as  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and 
pan,  but  it  appears  to  have  increased  further  in  the 
ss  industrial  countries  and  the  Soviet  bloc. 

rate  of  consumption  during  1934-38  (table  3.) 

Consumption  of  raw  wool  in  the  foreign  free  world 
declined  about  10  percent  during  1958.  Sharpest  relative 
declines  occurred  in  West  Germany  and  the  Netherlands, 
but  in  terms  of  poundage  the  greater  declines  were 
in  France  and  the  United  Kingdom.  Certain  less  in- 
dustralized  countries  as  well  as  the  Soviet  Union  con- 
tinued to  increase  their  use  of  raw  wool.  Wool  consump- 
tion in  the  Soviet  bloc  in  1958  was  an  estimated  7  percent 
greater  than  in  1957,  more  than  double  the  1934-38 
average.   Most   of  recent  increases  in  consumption 
has  been  met  by  increased  production  within  the  area 
(table  3). 

World  consumption  of  materials  other  than  virgin  wool 
by  the  wool  textile  industry  (reused  wool,  noils,  waste, 
cotton,  manmade  fibers,  and  so  on)  declined  more  than 
100  million  pounds  or  about  8  percent  during  1958 

compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  reductions  were 
The  United  States  had  a  further  decrease  of  8.7  per-  generally  proportionate  to  the  decline  in  overall  wool 
nt  in  total  raw  wool  consumption  during  1958  after  a  textile  manufacturing.  However,  in  the  United  States 
cline  of  over  16  percent  in  1957,  and  consumption  at  the  use  of  the  other  fibers  declined  only  about  1  percent, 
7  million  pounds  was  about  the  same  as  the  average         while  wool  consumption  declined  nearly  9  percent. 
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Table  2  . — Estimated  world  production  and  consumption  of  wool, 

clean  basis,  1950  to  date 


Item  : 

1950 

.1951 

:1952 

.1953 

:195^  : 

1955 

.1956 

1957 

il958 

:  1959 
§/ 

Production  l/  • 
Consumption  ; 

:Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.    Ml.    Mil.    Mil.    Mil.  Mil. 
lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.      lb.  lb. 

2,238  2,330  2,356  2,551  2,580  2,625  2,780  2,933  2,876  2,992 

2,61*3  2,315  2,378  2,678  2,578  2,661- 2,869  2,955  2,77^  — 

1/  Production  during  the  season  beginning  during  the  previous  calendar  year, 
2/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


Table  3^ — Estimated  world  consumption  of 
virgin  wool,  clean  basis,  1956-58 


Area 

:  1956 

:         1957  : 

1958  1/ 

:  Percentage 
: change  1958 
:     from  1957 

:    Mil.  lbs. 

Mil.  lbs. 

Mil.  lbs. 

Percent 

United  States  ; 
Foriegn  Free  World  j 
/Ommunist  Countries  ; 

kkO.Q 
1,848.2 
580.O 

368.8 
1,959.2 
627.O 

336.7 
1,767.3 
67O.O 

-8.7 
-9.8 

+6.9 

World  Total 

2,869.0 

2,955.0 

2,77^.0 

-6.1 

1/  Preliminary. 

Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
World  Trade 

for  raw  wool 

much  lower  than 

the  decline  In  world 

Recent  increases  in  world  trade  in  raw  wool  and  wool 
products  contrast  with  the  severe  decline  in  1958.  The 
general  reduction  in  international  trade  during  1958 
compared  with  1957  may  be  attributed  to  the  worldwide 
textile  recession  which  began  in  the  United  States  in 
1956  and  reached  its  peak  abroad  in  1958.  The  1958 
decline  was  general  with  the  exception  of  exports  of 
wool  tops. 

Free  world  imports  of  virgin  wool  in  1958  totaled 
2,286  million  pounds,  actual  weight.  This  was  the  lowest 
since  1954  and  nearly  300  million  pounds  or  11  per- 
cent below  1957.  France  and  Western  Germany  accounted 
for  60  percent  of  the  total  decline  though  most  major 
importing  countries,  with  the  exception  of  Japan, 
reduced  purchases.  Imports  by  the  United  Kingdom 
declined  2  percent,  the  United  States  5  percent.  Aus- 
tralia bore  the  brunt  of  the  decline  in  world  trade; 
her  exports  declined  129  million  pounds  or  10  percent. 
Exports  from  the  free  world  to  the  Communist  countries 
were  estimated  at  140  million  pounds,  about  4  percent 
more  than  in  1957.  Recovery  in  exports  during  the 
closing  months  of  1958  kept  the  total  export  decline 


imports,  while  exports  of  wool  tops  actually  registered 
an  increase. 

Data  for  the  1958-59  season  show  exports  by  the 
5  major  Southern  Hemisphere  producing  countries  to 
be  426  million  pounds  or  23  percent  above  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1957-58.  Exports  from  Argentina 
the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Uruguay  were  207 
58,  and  29  million  pounds  higher,  respectively,  than  a 
year  earlier.  Australian  exports  through  June  totaled 
1,281  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  or  9  percent  more 
than  the  '  same  period  a  year  ago.  Latest  figures  for 
New  Zealand  are  not  yet  available,  but  exports  from 
that  country  are  estimated  to  be  significantly  above 
last  season  (table  4). 

Net  exports  of  wool  tops  increased  about  10  million 
pounds  or  5  percent  in  1958  as  a  result  of  larger  ship- 
ments from  Australia,  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Uruguay, 
Concurrently,  free  world  imports  declined  15  million 
pounds.  But,  based  on  export  statistics,  imports  into 
the  Chinese  mainland  probably  rose  60  percent  between 
1957  and  1958.  Imports  of  noils,  waste,  recovered  or 
reprocessed  wool  also  declined  significantly  during 
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Table  k 

— —  Fynnrt «?  nf  wool     actual  wicht.  from  Southern  Hemisphere 
surplus -producing  countries,  1956-57,  1957-58 
and  1958-59  seasons  through  June  l/ 

Exporting 
country 

:  1956-57 

:'           1957-58  : 

1958-59 

:    Million  pounds 

Million  pounds            Million  pounds" 

Jistralia 

tew  Zealand  3/ 
lion  of  South 
Africa  ; 

Argentina  ; 

jruguay  : 

:  1,300 
:  311 

252 

:  192 
86 

1,171 
309 

218 

105 
76 

2/  1,281 
331 

2/276 
2/312 
2/105 

^rica,  and  season  beginning  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay. 
!  2/  From  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Estimate. 
3/  Through  March. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


'58.  None  of  the  4  major  importing  countries  except 
e  United  States  failed  to  curtail  purchases.  Here 
jain  the  brunt  of  the  21-percent  decline  in  world 
cports  was  borne  by  Australia. 

World  trade  in  wool  yarn  and  fabric  showed  a  pro- 
junced  decline  from  the  record  high  level  of  1957. 
s  a  result  of  a  general  decline  in  import  demand, 
<ports  of  woolen  yarn  declined  in  all  of  the  major 


exporting  countries  in  1958,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
Netherlands,  exports  of  worsted  yarn  also  declined. 
Curtailment  of  demand  for  raw  wool  was  in  part  a 
reflection  of  reduced  world  trade  of  woven  fabrics. 
Free  world  imports  of  these  manufactures,  including 
blankets,  declined  12  percent;  the  United  States  was 
the  only  major  importing  country  not  showing  a  decline. 
All  of  the  leading  exporters  had  reductions  from  a  year 
earlier  (table  5). 


Table  5 . --Statistics  of  world  trade  in  raw  wool,  tops,  yarn  and  fabrics, 

clean  basis,  1956-58 


Imports 

Exports 

;  1956  ;  1957  ;  1958  ; 

:   1956   ;   1957  ;  195 

»                            •  • 

'rade  in  virgin  wool 
'rade  in  re -used  and  : 
reprocessed  wool  j 
'rade  in  tops  • 
'rade  in  worsted  yarn  : 
'rade  in  woolen  yarn  : 
'rade  in  woven  wool  fabrics  : 

.Mil. lb.    Mil. lb.  Mil. lb.  Mil. lb.    Mil. lb.  Mil.' 

:  2,567.0  2,572.0  2,286.0  2,596.0    2,642.0  2,52l 

17^.7      175.0     1^6.1      190.7       200.7  1 
•      168.5      165.5      162.9      198.6       188.6  191 
:       75-6       79-5       72.7     110.3  111.7 
20.9       25-7       19.5       29-3  35-3 

176.9     19^-1     171.1     236.7       253-3  2; 

Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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World  Wool  Prices 
Recover  Slightly 

World  wool  prices  in  May  1957  reached  the  highest 
point  since  the  Korean  conflict.  This  was  followed  by  a 
sharp  decline  in  the  fall  of  1957.  The  decline  in  prices 
began  to  moderate  late  in  1958,  with  the  low  point 
reached  in  January  1959.  Prices  rose  thereafter 
through  mid-April  to  a  level  20  to  26  cents  above 
January  1959.  Subsequent  declines  were  short-lived. 
At  the  reopening  of  the  London  wool  sales  on  July  10, 
prices  were  3  cents  below  a  year  ago  for  good  medium 
fleeces  and  15  cents  above  a  year  ago  for  the  coaser 
crossbred  fleeces.  Despite  recent  increases  prices  are 
still  well  below  the  1957  highs  (table  9). 

Shorn  wool  prices  on  the  Dominion  markets  remained 
about  the  same  in  May  as  they  had  been  in  April  with 
only  slight  increases  in  the  lower  grades.  In  June, 
prices  declined  3  to  6  cents  per  pound  from  May.  The 
decreases  were  heavier  in  the  coarser  grades.  June 
1959  prices  of  56's  and  finer  were  2  to  10  percent  less 
than  a  year  ago,  while  the  coarser  grades  were  10  to 
17  percent  above.  The  Australian  auctions  for  the 
1958-59  season  closed  firm  with  the  finer  grades  off 
slightly  during  the  last  months.  The  finer  grades  closed 
3  to  5  percent  lower  than  a  year  ago  while  some  of 
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the  coarser  grades  were  as  much  as  4  percent  higher. 
It  is  expected  that  prices  will  be  firm  when  the  Aus- 
tralian auctions  reopen  next  month. 

Foreign  wool  prices  on  the  Boston  market  were  firm 
to  up  slightly  in  July  as  compared  to  June.  Prices  had 
been  steady  in  June  after  a  slight  increase  in  May. 
Australian  wool  prices  increased  4  cents  per  pound  in 
May,  remained  the  same  during  June,  and  increased 
another  4  cents  per  pound  in  July.  Uruguayan  wool  prices 
increased  rather  significantly  in  May  with  increases  of 

9  to  14  cents  a  pound.  In  June  most  prices  were  up 
about  1  cent  and  remained  steady  in  July.  Argentine 
wool  prices  in  July  were  3  to  5  cents  above  those  in  May 
and  June,  and  about  25  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
While  well  above  January  1959,  Australian  wool  prices 
in  July  on  the  Boston  market  are  below  year-earlier 
levels  3  to  7  percent.  Uruguayan  wool  prices  were  2  to 

10  percent  higher  in  July  1959  than  a  year  ago. 


Exporters'  Stocks  Rose  As 
Users  Reduced  Holdings 

In  importing  countries,  more  wool  was  used  than  was 
imported  or  produced  by  drawing  down  commercial 
stocks  (table  6). 


Table  6. --World  balance  sheet  for  raw  wool,  clean  basis  1955-57  to  1958-59 


Mil.  lb 


Mil.  lb.    Mil.  lb, 


Mil.  lb. 


Total  supply  stocks 
World  clip 

Plus  take-off  from  or  less 

addition  to  supply  stocks 
Total  supply  taken  up 

(excluding  strategic  reserves) 
World  consumption 
Net  change  in  commercial 

stocks 

Commercial  stocks  as  of  Jan.  lofi 
second  year  shown  : 

1/  Preliminary.     2/  This  figure  represents  total  supply  stocks  exTuding 
normal  carryover  and  strategic  reserves,  estimated  to  be  available  at  the 
beginning  of  1958-59.     3/  This  figure  represents  the  maximum  supplies 
estimated  to  be  available  in  1958-59,  excluding  normal  carryover  and  strategic 
reserves . 


287 

202 

175 

270 

2,780 

2,933 

2,876 

2,992 

+85 

+27 

-95 

2/135 

2,865 
2,859 

2,960 
2,938 

2,781 
2,790 

3/3,127 

+6 

+22 

-9 

784 

790 

812 

803 
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As  a  counterpart  of  this,  however,  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  more  than  50  percent  in  world  supply  stocks 
(stocks  in  exporting  countries  and  those  held  by 
government  agencies).  At  the  beginning  of  the  1958-59 
season,  these  stocks  totaled  270  million  pounds,  clean 
basis,  compared  to  the  175  million  pounds  held  a  year 
earlier. 


This  increase  was  mainly  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay, 
where  beginning  season  stocks  were  estimated  at  two 
and  a  half  times  greater  than  those  of  the  previous  year. 
The  South  African  and  New  Zealand  Wool  Commissions, 

THE  DOMES 

Domestic  Mill  Consumption 
Continues  To  Rise 

Domestic  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool,  scoured 
basis,  totaled  138.4  million  pounds  during  the  January- 
June  period  this  year.  This  was  almost  36  percent  or 
36  million  pounds  more  than  the  same  period  last 
year.  Consumption  in  June  was  27  million  pounds,  or 
8.4  million  pounds  more  than  in  June  1958.  The  aver- 
age weekly  rate  of  consumption  of  apparel  wool  in 
June  was  5,404  million  pounds  as  compared  to  5,675 
million  in  May  1959,  4,650  million  in  June  1958,  and 
5.3M  million  in  June  1957  (table  10). 

Based  on  the  normal  seasonal  variations,  consumption 
ftirinj  January-June  1959  should  be  about  52  percent  of 
the  v tar's  total.  This  would  indicate  that  the  total  mill 
conbu  ption  for  1959  would  be  close  to  265  million 
poun< Is,  about  22  percent  more  than  in  1958,  and  about 
10  pei  ent  above  1957. 

The  january-June  1959  mill  use  of  carpet  wool 
totaled  S6.2  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  37.1  mil- 
lion poLnds  or  76  percent  over  the  same  period  last 
year.  Tins  was  the  highest  first  six  months'  use  since 
1950.  June  1959  consumption  was  14.1  million  pounds, 
120  percent  more  than  June  1958.  The  average  weekly 
rate  of  consumption  of  carpet  wool  in  June  1959  was 
2,830  million  pouncs  as  compared  to  1,599  in  June  1958. 
This  was  the  eleventh  consecutive  month  in  which  the 
average  weekly  raie.s  of  consumption  were  above  a  year 
earlier. 

If  consumption  durin  he  remainder  of  the  season 
were  to  follow  the  sez  nal  pattern,  the  1959  mill 
consumption  of  carpet  wool  would  total  170  million 
pounds.  This  would  be  the  largest  annual  consumption 
of  carpet  wool  since  1950,  and  would  be  42  percent 
above  1958  and  33  percent  at'  te  1957. 

Total  raw  wool  consump  i  during  January-June 
1959  was  224.6  million  pounce,  scoured  basis.  This 
was  73.6  million  pounds,  or  )  >ercent  more  than  for 
the  same  period  last  year  anu  •  i  million  pounds  more 
than  the  same  period  in  1957. 

I  Fer  capita  use  of  wool  since  World  War  II  has 
(declined  steadily  in  the  United  bcates.  It  reached  a  low 
point  of  1.9  pounds  in  1958,  al  out  \Q  percent  below  the 
1934-38  average.  Main  cause  e  long-term  decline 

ire  changes  in  the  age  and  31  x     m  position  and  geo- 


through  their  price  support  operations,  also  added  to 
their  stocks,  and  the  end-of-season  carryover  stocks  in 
Australia,  New  Zealand  and  South  Africa  were  higher 
than  usual. 

Supply  stocks  will  be  substantially  lower  at  the  end 
of  1958-59  season.  Practically  all  of  the  Argentina  and 
Uruguay  surplus  stocks  have  already  been  sold.  While 
the  New  Zealand  and  South  African  Wool  Commissions 
continued  to  buy  in  wool  during  most  of  the  1958-59 
season,  they  were  able  to  dispose  of  substantial  quan- 
tities of  their  holdings  near  the  end  of  the  season  when 
prices  rose. 

TIC  MARKET 

graphical  location  of  the  population,  the  trend  towards 
more  informal  home  furnishings  and  clothing,  and,  most 
significantly,  to  the  increasing  use  of  manmade  fibers. 
The  sharp  decline  between  1957  and  1958,  however, 
reflected  the  combined  effect  of  the  cyclical  inventory 
readjustment  and  the  bottoming-out  of  the  general 
business  recession. 


January-June  Imports 
Almost  Double  Same 
Period  Last  Year 

Imports  began  to  increase  in  the  final  months  of  last 
year  and  continued  to  pick  up  during  the  first  six  months 
of  1959.  Total  imports  for  consumption  for  January- 
June  1959  were  172.1  million  pounds,  clean  content. 
This  was  88  million  pounds  more,  or  about  double 
those  of  the  same  period  last  year. 

Imports  of  duty-free  wool  for  January-June  1959 
totaled  112.6  million  pounds,  or  65.4  percent  of  the 
total  U,  S.  imports  for  this  period.  During  January- 
June  1958  only  49.4  million  pounds  were  imported. 
Thus,  duty-free  imports  this  year  are  more  than  double 
those  of  last  year,  or  about  65  percent  more  than  the 
average  duty-free  imports  for  January-June  for  the  last 
10  years,  which  was  68.1  million  pounds.  Imports  of 
18  million  pounds  in  June  1959  were  about  250  percent 
more  than  those  in  June  1958. 

The  January-June  1959  imports  of  dutiable  wool 
totaled  59.5  million  pounds,  or  about  71  percent  more 
than  those  of  the  same  period  last  year. 


Trends  Indicate  Further  Rise 
in  Consumption  and  Imports 

Based  on  the  normal  seasonal  variations,  a  total 
mill  consumption  of  up  to  435  million  pounds  of  apparel 
and  carpet  wool,  scoured  basis,  is  indicated  for  1959. 
This  assumes  that  about  127  million  pounds  of  apparel 
wool  and  84  million  pounds  of  carpet  wool  will  be  used 
during  July  to  December  1959.  As  of  June  30  it  is 
estimated  that  the  supplies  on  hand  were  12.8  million 
pounds  of  apparel  wool  and  59.9  million  pounds  of  carpet 
wool.  In  addition  to  this,  the  1959  estimated  domestic 
clip  is  130.0  million  pounds,  clean  basis.  Unless  the 
carryover  on  January  I,  1960,  were  to  fall  below  the 
relatively  low  level  of  approximately  100  million  pounds 
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of  apparel  wool  and  35  million  pounds  of  carpet  wool 
carried  into  1959  the  projected  rate  of  consumption 
would  call  for  additional  imports  of  84  million  pounds 
of  apparel  wool  and  59  million  pounds  of  carpet  wool 
during  July  -  December  1959.  In  the  case  of  apparel  wool, 
imports  of  this  magnitude  would  be  about  3  times  as 


high  as  actual  imports  (32.1  million  pounds)  during 
July-December  1958.  Imports  of  carpet  wool  at  approxi- 
mately tturee-fourths  the  rates  in  July-December  1958 
(7 3.2  million  pounds)  would  appear  adequate  to  meet 
estimated  consumption  (table  7). 


Table  7.— Estimated  1959  mill  consumption  and  additional  imports 
needed  for  mill  consumption  of  apparel  and  carpet  wool, 
scoured  "basis.,  United  States 


Apparel 

Carpet 

Million  Pounds  : 

Million  Pounds 

Stocks,  January  1,1959  : 

:          91.7  : 

:  33-5 

Imports  for  consumption  (Jan. -June)  ; 

:          59.5  J 

:  112.6 

Mill  consumption  (Jan. -June)  : 

:  138.4 

:  86.2 

Estimated  supply  June  30,  1959  : 

:          12.8  : 

:  59.9 

Estimated  1959  domestic  clip 

:        130.O  : 

Estimated  1959  mill  consumption 

:         265.O  ; 

:  170.0 

Estimated  mill  consumption  (July- Dec.) 

:         126.6  : 

:  83.8 

Estimated  stocks  January  1,  i960  ; 

:  100.0 

:  35.0 

Needed  additional  imports 

tlirough  December  31,  1959 

!  83.8 

i  58.9 

1959  Grov/ers'  Prices 
Higher  Than  1958 

Average  prices  received  for  shorn  wool  during  the 
early  months  of  the  present  domestic  marketing  season 
were  above  those  of  a  year  earlier.  Growers'  prices 
declined  rapidly  from  May  1957  until  April  1958  and 
moderated  thereafter.  Prices  stabilized  at  their  lows 
during  the  months  December  1958-February  1959.  Since 
February  they  have  risen  about  28  percent,  or  from 
34.5  cents  per  pound  to  44.1  cents  per  pound,  the  average 
price  received  by  growers  in  July.  This  latter  compares 
with  the  average  price  of  38.0  cents  per  pound  received 
in  July  1958.  This  increase  in  domestic  growers' 
prices  parallels  the  increase  in  world  prices. 


Growers'  Prices  Averaged 
36.4  Cents  for  1958  Season 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  shorn  wool  sold 
during  the  marketing  year  April  1958-March  1959  aver- 
aged 36.4  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis,  the  lowest 
since  1941.  Averages  for  the  1956  and  1957  seasons  were 
44.3  and  53.7  cents  per  pound,  respectively.  Marketings 
were  substantially  above  a  year  earlier,  and  they  in- 
cluded the  heavy  carryover  of  the  1957  clip,  most  of 
the  1958  clip  and — in  some  of  the  most  important  wool 
producing  States — a  substantial  portion  of  the  1959  clip. 

Monthly  averages  changed  little  during  the  marketing 
-on,  ranging  from  a  high  of  38.6  cents  in  June  1958 
low  of  34.5  cents  in  Febrii^r*   1959.  Compared 
with  the  1957  season,  the  1958  monthly  averages  ranged 


from  6.1  cents  to  19.9  cents  less  per  month. 

The  season  average  of  prices  received  in  the  11 
Western  States,  Texas,  and  South  Dakota,  which  ac- 
count for  most  territory  wool,  was  37.3  cents,  down 
from  54.5  cents  in  1957.  For  the  native  or  fleece  wool 
States,  the  average  was  34.0  cents,  compared  with  52.2 
cents  in  1957. 


1958  Wool  Incentive  Payment 
Rate:    70.3  Percent 

The  low  average  price  received  for  shorn  wool 
marketed  last  season  is  reflected  in  the  higher  payment 
rates  for  shorn  wool  and  unshorn  lambs  marketed 
last  season.  County  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Con- 
servation offices  are  now  making  payments  to  producers 
under  the  wool  incentive  program  for  the  1958  marketing 
year.  Shorn  wool  payments  for  the  1958  marketing  year 
amount  to  70.3  percent  of  each  individual's  net  re- 
ceipts from  the  sale  of  shorn  wool.  The  rate  of  70.3 
percent  is  the  amount  needed  to  bring  the  average  return 
per  pound  up  to  the  incentive  level  of  62  cents.  In  1957 
the  rate  of  payment  was  15.5  percent.  The  payment  rate 
on  sales  of  unshorn  lambs  to  compensate  for  die  wool  on 
them  is  $1.02  per  hundredweight  of  Jive  animal  sold.  This 
compares  with  33  cents  in  1957  . 

The  first  three  years  of  the  wool  incentive  program  has 
provided  payments  totaling  $125.6  million  (table  11). 
The  total  for  1958  is  not  yet  known,  but  with  much 
higher  payment  rates  and  substantially  larger  market- 
ings than  1957,  it  is  estimarci'  that  die  1958  payment 
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could  be  approximately  85  million  dollars. 

The  1959  incentive  payment  program  for  marketings  of 
shorn  wool  and  unshorn  lambs  during  April  1,  1959, 
to  March  31,  i960,  is  the  same  as  in  1958.  The  incentive 
level  is  being  continued  at  62  cents.  The  Agricultural 
Act  of  1958  amended  the  National  Wool  Act  of  1954, 
extending  its  provisions,  including  the  incentive  pay- 
ments for  3  additional  years  to  March  31,  1962. 


Domestic  Prices  At 
Boston  Increase 

During  the  week  ending  July  31  most  prices  of  domestic 
shorn  wool  at  Boston  were  5  to  10  cents  per  pound,  or 

4  to  11  percent  higher  than  on  May  22,  1959,  and  10 
to  25  cents  per  pound,  or  9  to  32  percent  higher  than 
August  1958  (table  12).  This  increase  in  prices  is  in 
relation  to  the  increase  in  Dominion  as  well  as  other 
world  prices. 

All  grades  of  territory  wool  for  the  week  ending 
July  31  were  up  10  cents  a  pound,  clean  basis,  or  8-11 
percent,  from  May  1959.  Compared  with  a  year  earlier, 
the  increase  was  20  to  22  cents  a  pound  or  18  to  24 
percent.  Fleece  wools  were  up  8  to  10  cents  a  pound, 
or  8  to  12  percent  over  May  22,  1959,  and  15  to  25  cents 
over  a  year  ago.  The  coarse  grades  of  fleece  wools  were 
up  more  than  the  fine.  This  narrowing  of  the  spread  of 
prices  between  grades,  and  this  increase  of  demand 
and  prices  for  the  lower  grades,  can  best  be  seen  by 
comparing  July  1959  prices  with  average  prices  of 
1947_49.  Fine  and  1/2  blood  grades  of  both  territory  and 
fleece  wools  were  selling  for  7  to  14  percent  less  in 
July  1959  than  during  the  average  of  1947-49,  while  the 
coarser  grades  of  both  were  selling  for  11  to  32  per- 
cent more.  Original  bag  shorn  fine  Texas  wools  were 

5  to  10  cents  a  pound,  clean  basis,  higher  on  July  31. 
than  in  May  1959,  and  10  to  20  cents  a  pound  higher 
than  a  year  earlier. 


Producer  Referendum  On  Extension 
of  An  Agreement  With  American 
Sheep  Producers  Council,  Inc. 

Wool  and  lamb  producers  will  vote  in  September  on 
whether  to  extend  an  agreement  with  the  American 
Sheep  Producers  Council,  Inc.  The  Agreement  would 
continue  the  financing  of  advertising,  promotional,  and 
related  market  development  activities  on  lamb  and  wool 
through  deductions  from  wool  payments  for  3  more 
years. 

Deductions  have  been  made  from  payments  at  the  rate 
of  1  cents  per  pound  for  shorn  wool  and  5  cents  per 
hundredweight  for  lambs.  Under  .the  proposed  new 
agreement,  deductions  could  not  exceed  these  rates. 
Through  April  30,  1959,  $8.1  million  was  deducted 
from  the  incentive  payments  for  this  promotional 
program. 

The  new  agreement  will  not  become  effective  unless 
approved  by  producers  owning  two-thirds  of  the  sheep 
and  lambs  represented  by  votes  in  the  referendum. 
However,  in  determining  whether  or  not  the  referendum 


results  adequately  reflect  producer  approval  on  a  re- 
presentative basis,  consideration  will  also  be  given  to 
the  number  of  votes  cast  for  and  against  the  agreement 
by  individual  producers. 


Domestic  Shorn  Wool 
Clip  Larger  In  1959 

The  estimated  1959  shorn  wool  production  is  251.9 
million  pounds,  grease  basis,  5  percent  more  than 
1958  and  the  highest  since  1946  (table  13).  The  in- 
crease primarily  reflects  flock  expansion  that  started 
in  1957. 

The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn  is  estimated 
at  30.5  million  head.  This  is  3  percent  more  than  the 
29.6  million  head  shorn  in  1958.  The  average  fleece 
weight  is  8.25  pounds,  compared  with  8.15  pounds  in 
1958  (table  14). 

The  production  in  the  Western  sheep  States,  which 
include  South  Dakota  and  Texas,  is  estimated  at  173.7 
million  pounds,  8.5  million  pounds,  or  5  percent  more 
than  in  1958.  The  number  of  sheep  shorn  is  up  .9 
million  head,  or  5  percent  more  than  1958.  The 
average  fleece  weight  is  8.57  pounds,  compared  to 
8.55  pounds  last  year. 

The  quantity  of  wool  shorn  in  the  native  or  fleece 
wool  States  is  set  at  78.2  million  pounds,  or  4  percent 
more  than  in  1958.  This  continues  the  upward  trend 
in  production  started  in  these  States  in  1950.  Estimated 
production  for  1959  is  39  percent  more  than  in  1950. 
The  average  fleece  weight  is  7.62  pounds,  compared 
with  7.39  pounds  last  year. 


Woolen  and  Worsted  Fabric  Production 
Up  Substantially  From  Last  Year 

The  increase  in  textile  activity  is  reflected  in  output 
of  woolen  and  worsted  fabric.  During  January-March 
1959  production  of  woolen  and  worsted  woven  goods 
(except  felt)  amounted  to  71.8  million  linear  yards, 
17.5  percent  above  the  first  quarter  in  1958  (table  15). 
During  the  same  months  output  of  woven  felt  amounted 
to  2.4  million  pounds,  15  percent  above  last  year. 
January-March  was  the  second  successive  quarter  in 
which  output  exceeded  that  of  a  year  earlier,  following 
a  continuous  year-to-year  quarterly  decline  since  July- 
September  1956.  However,  output  in  the  first  quarter 
remained   below   the  corresponding  period  of  1957. 


The  January-March  1959  production  of  woolen  and 
worsted  apparel  reached  69.7  million  linear  yards, 
19  percent  above  the  first  quarter  last  year.  Output 
of  men's  and  boys'  wear  fabric  was  up  22  percent 
from  last  year  and  production  of  women's  and  chil- 
dren's wear  fabric  was  up  15  percent. 

Output  of  non-apparel  fabric  continued  the  down- 
ward trend  of  the  past  several  years  with  a  decrease 
of  18.5  percent.  The  declining  trend  has  reflected  the 
competitive  impact  of  manmade  fibers  in  blankets — 
the  major  non-apparel  use.  Transportation  upholstery 
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output  also  declined  during  the  business  recession,  but 
the  resurgence  of  automobile  production  in  recent 
months  brought  aJyout  an  80  percent  increase  in  the 
output  of  this  fabric  during  January-March  1959  com- 
pared with  a  year  earlier. 

Italy  has  become  the  principal  supplier  to  the  United 
States  of  wool  fabrics.  During  January-May  1959,  Italy 
supplied  9,509,000  square  yards  of  wool  fabrics  com- 
pared to  9,300,000  square  yards  from  the  United  King- 
dom and  6,845,000  square  yards  from  Japan.  This  is 
the  first  time  in  recent  memory  that  Italy  has  been  the 
principal  supplier  A  year  ago  Italy  was  a  poor  third  to 
the  United  Kingdom  and  Japan.  During  January-May 
1958,  the  United  Kingdom  supplied  9,857,000  square 
yards,  Japan,  7,877,000  square  yards,  and  Italy, 
2,933,000.  In  May  1959  alone  Italy  supplied  4,008,000 
square  yards,  or  about  35  percent  more  than  the  first 
5  months  last  year. 

These  Italian  goods  have  been  mainly  of  goods  in  the 
category  of  over  6  but  not  over  8  ounces  per  square 
yard  valued  at  not  over  $2.00  a  pound.  These  low^cost 
goods  have  been  aimed  mainly  at  women's  wear.  This 
movement  of  goods  has  brought  considerable  comment 
from  other  suppliers,  especially  those  of  higher-priced 
goods  who  cannot  plan  as  far  ahead  because  of  style  and 
color  changes,  that  changes  should  be  made  in  the 
tariff  rates  to  equalize  the  difference  between  the  low- 
priced  and  high-priced  goods.  At  the  present,  the  low- 
priced  goods  coming  in  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
are  filling  the  quotas  before  the  higher-price  d  goods 
arrive. 

The  1959  woven  wool  fabric  quota  of  13.5  million 
pounds  was  filled  on  May  19,  raising  the  ad  valorem 
duty  on  most  fabrics  from  25  to  45  percent.  For 
certain  higher-priced  high  quality  fabrics  the  duty 
increases  from  25  to  30  percent  ad  valorem  for  an 
additional  350,000  pounds.  As  of  July  4,  241,780  pounds 
of  these  type  fabrics  had  been  imported.  When  this  quota 
is  filled,  the  duty  on  these  fabrics  will  also  go  to 
45  percent. 


Wool 's  Competitive 
Position  Improves 

Wool's  use  in  the  production  of  tops  increased  in  rela- 
tion to  the  use  of  manmade  fibers  during  January-June 
1959  (table  16).  Wool's  share  accounted  for  71  percent 
in  June  1959  compared  to  64  percent  in  June  1958. 
Manmade  fibers'  share  was  25  percent  in  June  1959 
compared  to  25  in  June  1958.  Use  of  other  fibers  de- 
creased from  1 1  percent  in  June  1958  to  4  percent  in 
June  1959. 

On  the  worsted  system,  wool's  share  of  fiber  used  in- 
creased in  relation  to  the  use  of  manmade  fibers 
(table  17).  In  June  1959  the  use  of  wool  accounted  for 
88  percent  of  the  total  use  for  the  month,  manmade 
fibers  6  percent,  and  other  fibers  6  percent  compared 
to  80,  6  and  14  percent,  respectively,  in  June  1958. 

In  the  production  of  apparel  wool  and  other  fiber 
consumed  for  spinning  of  yarn  (except  carpet)  on  the 
woolen  system  the  use  of  virgin  wool  and  manmade 


fibers  increased  in  June  1959  compared  to  June  I 
while  that  of  reprocessed  and  reused  wool  decreased 
(table  18).  Virgin  wool's  share  in  June  1959  was  36.6 
percent  compared  to  35.5  percent  in  June  1958  .Man- 
made  fiber  was  19.1  percent  in  June  1959,  a  inst 

17.7  percent  in  June  1958.  Reprocessed  and  reu 
wool  accounted  for  40.9  percent  in  June  1959,  43.0  per- 
cent in  June  1958. 

Data  on  consumption  of  fibers  used  for  spinning  of 
carpet  and  rug  yarns  indicate  that  during  January- June 
1959  the  use  of  wool  increased  in  relation  to  manmade 
fibers  (table  19\  Wool's  share  in  June  1959  was  75  per- 
cent compared  to  65  percent  in  June  1958  and  a  1958 
yearly  average  of  66  percent.  Manmade  fibers  accounted 
for  14  percent  in  June  1959,  20  percent  in  June  1958, 
and  21  percent  average  in  1958.  Yarns  consumed  in  the 
manufacture  of  tufted  products  during  1958,  also  found 
wool's  share  of  the  total  increasing  from  1957,  while 
that  of  manmade  fibers  decreased  (table  24). 

The  relatively  higher  level  of  mill  use  of  fiber  in  the 
spinning  of  carpet  and  rug  yarn  during  the  first  fiv 
months  this  year  is  also  evident  in  data  on  the  output 
of  woven  rugs  and  carpets.  Production  during  january- 
May  1959  was  27  million  pounds,  35  percent  more  than 
in  the  same  months  last  year  (table  20).  April  1959 
output  of  5.9  million  yards  was  the  highest  monthly 
production  since  October  1956. 

These  data  would  seem  to  indicate  that  manufacturers 
believe  that  with  higher  consumer  incomes  the  relatively 
more  expensive  articles  of  high  wool  content  will  be 
in  demand,  or  that,  for  some  items,  such  as  carpets 
and  rugs,  consumer  acceptance  of  new  fibers  has 
declined. 

These  figures  also  seem  to  indicate  a  general  up- 
grading in  wool  fabric  production  in  the  United  States 
from  a  year  ago.  Not  only  did  use  of  reprocessed  and 
reused  wool  decline,  but  60's  and  finer  constituted  a 
slightly  higher  proportion  of  the  total  fiber  use 
(table  22). 

Wool  Used  By  Armed 
Forces  Above  Last  Year 

Consumption  of  wool  in  textile  items  delivered  to  the 
Armed  Forces  in  January-March  1959  was  2,764,000 
pounds.  While  this  was  43  percent  more  than  during  the 
same  period  last  year  it  was  about  equal  to  the  quar- 
terly average  of  1958.  Total  military  consumption  of 
wool  in  1958  was  10,925,000  pounds  compared  with 
10,704,000  in  1957  and  4,896,000  in  1956  (table  25). 

During  January-March  1959,  military  consumption  of 
manmade  fibers  increased  while  cotton  decreased  from 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  About  484,000  pounds  of 
manmade  fibers  were  consumed  in  textile  items  de- 
livered to  the  Armed  Forces  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1959.  Cotton  consumed  was  about  9,946  000  pounds. 
These  figures  compare  with  2,119,000  pounds  of  man- 
made  fibers  and  21,083,000  pounds  of  cotton  consumed 
during  January  to  March  1957. 
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I  Cuttings  of  Men's  Tailored  Clothing 
and  of  Women's  Outerwear  Above 
Last  Year 

The  general  increase  in  activity  in  the  textile  industry 
has  been  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cuttings  of  men's  tailored  clothing  and  of  women's 
outerwear  garments  during  the  early  part  of  1959  as 
compared  to  the  same  period  last  year. 

During  January-June  cuttings  of  all  men's  tailored 
clothing  were  above  those  of  1958  (table  26).  Produc- 
tion of  all  suits  increased  18  percent  over  last  vear, 
but  output  was  7  percent  below  1957.  Regular  weight 
suits  were  up  8  percent  from  1958  but  20  percent  below 


195'  while  summer  weight  suits  were  up  37  percent 
from  1958  and  20  percent  from  1957.  Separate  dress  and 
sport  trousers  increased  48  percent  from  1958  and 
were  22  percent  above  1957.  Dress  and  sport  coats 
were  42  percent  above  last  year  and  overcoats  37  per- 
cent above. 


During  January-May  cuttings  of  all  major  women's, 
misses',  and  juniors'  outerwear  garments  except  coats 
were  above  last  year— coats  were  down  1  percent.  In- 
creases ranged  from  8  percent  for  blouses  and  dresses 
to  22  percent  for  suits  and  30  percent  for  skirts 
(table  28). 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 
Part  II  -  Imports  and  Exports 


Item 

Unit 

1958  j 

Mar.  ; 

Apr.  \ 

May  ; 

June  | 

Imports  for  consumption 

Clean  content 

Monthly  aggregates 

1,000 

Dutiable  wool 

pounds 

60 's  and  finer 

do. 

4,090 

3,252 

3,574 

2,752 

56' S-60' 8 

do. 

345 

659 

1*28 

388 

50's-56's 

do. 

504 

850 

678 

621 

46's-50's 

Mi  1  „   }i£t  „ 
*+4  S-**o  S 

do. 
do . 

I  217 
) 

\  1*26 
) 

N  171 
) 

(  211 
) 

40' s-44' 3 

do. 

3lH 

1*79 

286 

222 

Not  finer  than  40 1 s 

do. 

794 

1,090 

1*00 

642 

Donskoi ,  Smyrna ,  etc . 

do. 

246 

267 

116 

314 

Total  dutiable  wool  l/ 

do. 

6,551 

7,028 

5,660 

5,203 

Duty-free  wool 

1*4 1  s  _i|6 '  s 

do. 



— 





40'  S-'M*'  8 

do. 



— 

Not  finer  than  40 ' s 

do. 

7,34o 

6,899 

4,351 

3,306 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

3,119 

2,l0O 

2,120 

1,005 

Total  duty-free 

do. 

10,1+59 

9,087 

6,471 

5,171 

Total  free  and  dutiable 

do. 

17,010 

16,115 

12,131 

10,374 

Mohair 

do. 

— 





--- 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Dutiable  wool 

Million 

60' s  and  finer 

pounds 

10.8 

14.1 

17.6 

20.4 

56' s-60' s 

do. 

1.1 

1.8 

2.2 

2.6 

50'3-56's 

do. 

1.1 

2.0 

2.7 

3-3 

46's-50's 

do. 

1  1.0 

) 

kh'  s-46'  s 

do. 

)  ' 

\  x.i 

40' S-44' S 

do. 

•■  1.0 

1.4 

1-7 

2.0 

Not  finer  than  40' s 

do. 

1-9 

3-0 

3-4 

4.0 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

•  5 

•  7 

.  O 

1.2 

Total  dutiable  wool 

do. 

17.0 

24.0 

29-7 

34.9 

Duty-free  wool 

do. 

— 



— 



40's-44's 

do. 

— 



— 



Not  finer  than  40' s 

do. 

17.8 

24. 7 

29-0 

32.4 

Donskoi,  Smyrna,  etc. 

do. 

10.9 

13-1 

15.2 

17.0 

Total  duty-free  wool 

do. 

1  28.7 

37-8 

44.2 

49.4 

Total  free  and  dutiable 

do. 

'  45.7 

61.8 

73-9 

84.3 

Mohair 

do. 

Actual  weight 

Monthly  aggregates 

1,000 

9,626 

10 , 404 

. 

7,345 

Dutiable  wool 

pounds 

o,33l 

Duty-free  wool 

do. 

1  A      T  Ql, 

12 , lo4 

ft  ceo 

0,552 

O ,  OUU 

Total  free  and  dutiable 

do. 

23,770 

22, 5^8 

10,003 

l4,l45 

Mohair 

do. 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Million 

Dutiable  wool 

pounds 

0)1  A 
c:4 . 0 

35-2 

pu.o 

Duty-free  wool 

do. 

38.7 

50.9 

CO  c 

59-  5 

OO .  ,5 

Total  free  and  dutiable 

do . 

63.5 

OD  .  1 

103 . 0 

117.1 

Mohair 

do. 

Exports  of  domestic  wool  and 

mohair,  clean  content  2/ 

Monthly  aggregates 

1,000 

Apparel  wool 

pounds 

1,3^2.7 

3-8 

4.6 

Carpet  wool 

do. 

59-9 

2.8 

11.0 

Total  apparel  and  carpet 

do. 

1,1*02.6 

2.8 

14.8 

4.6 

Mohair  3/ 

do. 

858.I 

1,302.6 

1,215-0 

676.6 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Apparel  wool 

do. 

4,960.1 

it, 960.I 

4,963.9 

4,968.5 

Carpet  wool 

do.     s  62.5 

65.3 

76.3 

76.3 

Total  apparel  and  carpet 

do. 

5,022.6 

5,025-1* 

5,040.2 

5,044.8 

Mohair  3_/ 

do. 

2,096.6 

3,399-2 

4,6l4.2 

5,290.8 

1959 


Mar. 


Apr. 


May 


June 


Latest 
data 
available 
as  a 
percent 
of  a  year 
earlier 


6,583 
1,371 
995 
380 
177 
573 
1,525 
291 
11,897 


539 
1,318 
13,930 
6,259 

22,046 

33,943 


20.4 

3.1 

2.0 
•  9 
.6 

1.2 

2.9 

.6 
31-9 


•7 
2.9 
33-2 
19-5 
56.3 
88.2 


17,39** 
28,603 
>5,997 


47.5 
71.6 
119.1 


5,795 

1,055 
694 
261 
235 
208 

1,146 
173 

9,624 


398 
1,146 
12,485 
6,386 
20,415 
30,039 


26.2 
4.1 
2-7 
1.2 
.8 
1-5 
4.1 

.  .7 
41.6 


1.1 
4.1 
45.6 
25-9 
76.7 
118.3 


13,938 
26,251 
40,189 


61.4 
97.8 
159-2 


2,863.8  2,508, 


•  5 
-5 

5,221.8 


5,597 
1,274 
758 
253 
198 
341 
1,523 
333 
10,332 


418 
1,358 
9,872 
6,318 
17,966 
28,298 


31.8 
5-4 
3-5 
1.4 
1.0 
1.8 
5-6 
1.1 

51-9 


1.6 

55-5 
32.2 
94.7 
146.6 


14, 406 
23,556 
37,962 


75-8 
121.4 
197-2 


3,874 
787 
495 
131 
186 
217 

1,675 
275 

7,640 


371 
1,209 
9,868 
6,461 
17,909 
25,549 


35.6 
6.2 
4.0 
1.6 
1.2 
2.0 
7.3 
1.4 

59-5 


1.9 
6.6 
65.4 
38.7 
112.6 
172.1 


11,118 
23,553 
34,671 


87.0 
144.9 
231.9 


141 
203 
80 

150 

98 
261 

88 
147 


298 
346 
346 
246 


174 
238 
121 

215 

100 
182 
117 
-170 


202 
228 
228 
204 


151 
346 
245 


171 
219 
198 


4 

5-0 

109 

34.3 

4 

34.3 

5-0 

109 

7 

1,168.8 

734.0 

108 

4 

1.4 

6.4 

5 

34.8 

34.8 

9 

36.2 

41.2 

1 

5 

8,899-3 

9,633.3 

182 

or  otherwise  advanced  in  condition  in  the  United  States. 
4/  Less  than  0.5  percent. 


2/  Includes  exports  of  foreign  animal  fiber  scoured 
3/  Mohair  and  other  wool -like  specialty  hair. 


Compiled  from  reports  of  tne  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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item 

'.  Unit 

!  1958 

1959 

Latest 

data 
available 

as  a 
percent 

of  a 

year 
earlier 

:  !ar 

Apr 

May  : 

June 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  : 

May  : 

June 

Mill  consumption,  scoured  basis  1/ 

Average  weekly  rate  during  month  2/ 

Apparel  wool  3/ 

:  1,000 

oO's  and  finer 

:  pounds 

:  1,956 

1,881* 

2,080 

2,166 

2,587 

2,91*2 

2,911* 

2,665 

123 

S   Up   tO   DO  8 

do. 

:  1,518 

1,1*67 

1,758 

2,01*1 

1,995 

2,256 

2,22l» 

2,253 

110 

kS%B  and  coarser 

do. 

:  378 

383 

1*06 

W*3 

501 

569 

537 

1*86 

110 

Total  apparel  wool 

:  do. 

:  3,852 

3,73** 

h,  2l*U 

i*,650 

5,083 

5,767 

5,675 

5,1*01* 

116 

Carpet  wool  hj 

:  do. 

:  2,099 

1,522 

1,1*66 

1,599 

3,227 

3,1*85 

3,232 

2,830 

177 

Total  apparel  and  carpet 

:  do. 

:  5,951 

5,256 

5.710 

6,2l*9 

8,310 

9,252 

8,907 

8,231* 

132 

Monthly  aggregates  2/ 

Apparel  wool  ^/ 

:  Million 

60's  and  finer 

:  pounds 

:  7 

8 

9 

k 

8-3 

8 

7 

12 

9 

11 

8 

11 

7 

13 

3 

153 

8   Up   tO   DU  *  8 

:  do. 

:  6 

1 

7 

3 

7-0 

8 

2 

10 

0 

9 

0 

8 

9 

11 

3 

138 

'  s  and  coarser 

:  do. 

:  1 

5 

1 

9 

1.6 

1 

b 

2 

5 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1| 

133 

Total  apparel  wool 

:  do. 

:  15 

i* 

18 

0 

16.9 

18 

7 

25 

1* 

23 

1 

22 

7 

27 

0 

Ikk 

Carpet  wool 

:  do. 

:  8 

1* 

7 

6 

5-9 

6 

h 

16 

1 

13 

9 

12 

9 

ll* 

1 

220 

Total  apparel  and  carpet 

do. 

8 

26 

2 

22.8 

1*1 

j 

j  1 

0 

j  J 

6 

hi 

l6h 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Apparel  wool  ^/ 

By  grade 

60*8  and  finer 

do. 

:  2k 

k 

33 

9 

1*2.2 

50 

8 

33 

k 

1*5 

3 

57 

0 

70 

3 

138 

50's  up  to  60's 

do. 

:  18 

7 

26 

l 

33-1 

1*1 

3 

26 

0 

35 

0 

1*3 

9 

55 

2 

131* 

U8's  and  coarser 

do. 

h 

5 

6 

k 

8.0 

9 

8 

6 

0 

8 

3 

10 

5 

12 

9 

132 

By  system 

Woolen 

do. 

25 

3 

35 

2 

10*.  k 

53 

9 

31 

1 

1*2 

2 

53 

1 

65 

9 

122 

Worsted 

do. 

22 

3 

31 

1 

38.9 

1*8 

0 

31* 

5 

1*6 

58 

3 

72 

5 

151 

Total  apparel  wool 

do. 

1*7 

6 

66 

3 

83.3 

101 

9 

65 

6 

88 

6 

111 

l* 

138 

136 

Carpet  wool 

do. 

29 

2 

36 

a 

1*2.7 

1*9 

1 

k5 

2 

59 

1 

72 

0 

86 

2 

176 

Total  apparel  and  carpet 

do. 

76 

b 

103 

1 

126.0 

151 

0 

110 

8 

11*7 

7 

183 

k 

221* 

6 

Iks 

woolen  and  worsted  fabric  production  5/ 

Ac  c  umul a te d  since  January  1 

Woven  fabric  other  than  felt 

Appare 1  fab  ri  c 

Million 

Government  orders 

linear 

0 

k 

1 

7 

1 

0 

250 

Other  ; 

yards 

Men's  and  boys'  wear 

do. 

2o 

6 

57 

1 

32 

5 

122 

Women's  and  children's  wear  : 

do. 

31 

6 

71 

6 

36 

2 

115 

luwii  otne r 

do. 

58 

2 

128 

7 

68 

7 

118 

Total  apparel  fabric  : 

do.  : 

58 

6 

130 

1* 

69 

7 

119 

Non-apparel  fabric  : 

Blanketing  . 

do.  : 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 

5 

71 

Other  ! 

do.  : 

k 

8 

6 

150 

Total  non-apparel  fabric  : 

do.  : 

2 

5 

1* 

3 

2 

1 

81* 

Total  other  than  felt  : 

do.  : 

61 

.1 

131* 

7 

71 

8 

118 

Woven  felt  : 

Million  : 

Pape  makers  : 
Other  : 
Total  woven  felt  : 

pounds  : 
do.  ! 
do.  : 

1 
2 

6 
k 
0 

3 
k 

k 
3 
2 

1 
2 

9 
k 
3 

119 
100 

115 

1/  On  woolen  and  worsted  systems;  excludes  wool  consuined  on  the  cotton  and  other  spinning  systems  and  in  the 
manufacture  of  pressed  felt,  hat  bodies,  and  other  miscellaneous  products.  systems  and  in  the 

2/  Monthly  periods  are  k  or  5  calendar  weeks  generally  totaling  13  weeks  per  quarter. 
3_/  Domestic  and  duty-paid  foreign  wool. 
k/  Duty-free  foreign  wool. 

2/  Fabrics  wholly  or  chiefly  by  weight  of  new,  reused,  or  reprocessed  wool  or  other  animal  fiber. 
Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table    8. --Production  of  wool,  grease  basis,  in  specified  countries  and  world,  1953  to  date 


Continent  and 
country 

1953  : 

: 

1954  : 

1955  : 

1956  : 

1957  : 

1958  1/ 

• 

:  1959  1/ 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

North  America 

United  States  2/ 

274-5 

279-3 

275-7 

279-1 

269.I 

271-2 



Total  North  America  3/  4/  5/ 

2°o.O 

330.0 

325-0 

325-0 

310.0 

310.0 

325-0 

Europe 

United  Kingdom 

105.0 

104.6 

101.9 

104.3 

113.8 

116.6 

120.0 

France 

54.0 

56.O 

56.O 

60.0 

61.7 

58.8 

61.7 

Spain 

94.0 

88.2 

79-4 

74.8 

78.5 

78.7 

75.0 

Italy 

33-7 

32.8 

30.9 

31-9 

32.0 

32.0 

32.0 

Total  West  Europe  3/  5/ 

375.0 

300.0 

365-0 

370.0 

305-0 

390.0 

390.0 

Bulgaria 

28.1 

31.4 

31-7 

32.3 

31-4 

30.0 

30.0 

Hungary 

9.4 

12.1 

12.6 

1  1  1. 

14.4 

14.8 

14.0 

14.0 

Poland 

Ik.Q 

19-7 

21.7 

21-5 

22.0 

22.0 

22.0 

Rumania 

hO. 9 

42.3 

45.7 

43.O 

42.1 

40.0 

40.0 

Yugoslavia 

34.6 

36.7 

35-8 

32-8 

30.9 

32.4 

34.6 

Total  East  Europe  3/ 

130.0 

I65.O 

175.0 

170.0 

165.  u 

lbjj.0 

165-0 

Total  Europe  3/  5/  6/ 

505.O 

545.0 

540.0 

540.0 

550.0 

555-0 

555.0 

U.S.S.R. (Europe  and  Asia)  6/ 

453-0 

475.0 

525-0 

566.O 

63O.O 

700.0 

750.0 

Asia 

China  (Mainland)  ?/ 

94.0 

110.0 

114.0 

126.0 

132.0 

145.0 

150.0 

Iran 

37-5 

38.6 

43.0 

44.1 

43.2 

44.o 

43.0 

Iraq. 

32.5 

24.7 

25-0 

26.2 

28.4 

23.1 

23.0 

Syria 

20.3 

20.5 

19.4 

26.7 

20.7 

20.7 

20.7 

Turkey 

81.6 

79-7 

78.8 

76.6 

83.8 

79.2 

81.6 

India 

72.0 

72.0 

72.0 

72,0 

74.0 

74-0 

74.0 

Pakistan 

30.0 

28.0 

29.0 

35-0 

35-0 

35.0 

35.0 

Total  Asia  3/  5/ 

440.0 

435.0 

445.0 

475-0 

490.0 

495.0 

500.0 

South  America 

Argentina 

400.0 

365.0 

363.O 

392.4 

4o9.0 

423.3 

400.0 

Brazil 

52-5 

55.9 

62.O 

62.0 

66.7 

60.2 

55.0 

Chile 

39-7 

4l-9 

46.2 

47.7 

47.4 

49.6 

50.7 

Peru 

20.1 

22.5 

23-6 

20.7 

18.7 

19.8 

20.3 

Uruguay 

202.0 

198.O 

172.0 

187.I 

198.0 

176.4 

160.0 

Total  South  America  3/5/ 

730.0 

700.0 

685.0 

730.0 

760.0 

750.0 

 705.0 

Africa 

Algeria 

29.0 

18.6 

18.8 

'  .18.8 

19.0 

19.0 

19.0 

Morocco 

31.5 

32.0 

36.O 

36.2 

33-1 

35.2 

36.0 

Union  of  South  Africa 

289.O 

305.5 

313.8 

320.8 

299-1 

312.0 

315.0 

Total  Africa  3/  5/ 

370.0 

305.0 

400.0 

405-0 

300.0 

395-Q 

_ 400^0  

Oceania 

Australia 

:  1,244.0 

1,288.0 

1,417-4 

1,564.3 

1,433-0 

1,577-0 

1,670.0 

New  Zealand 

426.0 

455-0 

461.7 

490.6 

496.4 

530.0 

540.0 

Total  Oceania  3/  5/ 

:  1,670.0 

1,740.0 

1,000.0 

2^055-0 

1,930-Q 

2, 105*0 

 2,210.0 

Total  world  4/  5/ 

:  4,460.0 

4,610.0 

4,000.0 

5,095-0 

5,050.0 

5,310.0 

5,445.0 

l/  Preliminary.    2/  Weight  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  as  reported  by  Crop  Reporting  Board,  AMS. 
3/  Includes  other  countries  not  shown  in  table.    4/  Includes  U.  S.  pulled  wool  production  at  its  greasy 
shorn  equivalent  weight.    5/  Rounded  to  fives  of  millions.    6/  Based  on  present  boundries.     7/  Includes 
China  Proper  (22  provincesT,  Manchuria,  Jehol,  Sinkiang  (Turkestan),  and  Tibet. 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  and  of  Agricultural  Estimates  Division,  AMS. 
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Table    9» —  Price  per  pound  of  fleece  wools,  clean  basis  (Bradford  yield), 
at  the  London  auctions,  by  Bradford  grades,  1957  to  date 


•        'v  u  uib \  i  1  mii 

f**1  DOppC 

X  — L-  V—  V—  \_-  N—  O 

'  PI  IIP  PTOKSl^Tpd 

fleeces  1 

X  \J  O  O  U  i  ^—  VvL 

f*lSCC6  S 

FTC  G  XV        <  i.  1  V«Ll_.  VL 

1/ 
±J 

•   fiklc;-70lc;  • 

s8' s-6o' s 

:      56 '  s  : 

50*  s  : 

48's  : 

:      C  i.s 

Cents 

Cer  t  S 

Cents 

V  j  l  .  1 1  0  O 

1957 

.Tflmifl>*v  lR 

<J  ClllUCll  V  IW 

1 72  5 

1  38  7 

106 .0 

Q7  Q 

Q5 

Q5  f\ 

y\>  •<J 

138.8 

111.9 

QQ  1 

Q5  6 

Q5  fi 
yz>  «u 

Pebniarv  22 

17k.  Q 

143.4 

121.2 

102.6 

96.8 

Q5  fi 

172. 5 

139.8 

114.2 

QQ  0 

Q4  4 
y*  •  ^ 

Q3  2 

7J  •  c- 

March  2Q 

171 . 0 

i4i  .7 

118.5 

1  03  4 

Q7  6 

Q7  fi 

April  5 

:  171.8 

144.0 

120.8 

1  05  7 

QQ  Q 

yy  •  .7 

QQ  Q 

Mav  17 

•       178. Q 

156.8 

127.8 

109.2 

102.2 

1  OP  P 

May  24 

:  17^.4 

1  50  0 

1  o4  £1 

Q7  £> 
y  1  .u 

Q7  fi 

.Tnlv  5 

•      168  6 

lko  7 

1 PP  1 

1 01  P 

-LV7.L  .  £1 

QR  U 

Qc,  k 

,T,]1  V  IP 

171  fi 

1  P7  7 

1  OP  P 

96.4 

96.4 

SpTi"hpml^r»T*l  3 

:  160.O 

141.4 

1  P7  5 

102 .0 

Q3  Q 

Q3  Q 

SpntpmberPO 

:  l6l.2 

l4l .  5 

1PQ  Q 

1  oh  k 

q6  3 

ofi  3 

yv  •  j 

Ortober  25 

:  1U5.8 

128.3 

117.8 

Q5  6 
yy 

Ql  0 
y±  .u 

88  fi 

November  1 

13Q.8 

128.1 

117 .6 

8q  7 

85.O 

8?  7 

Noveiriber  29 

135.6 

126.2 

116.9 

Ql  .2 

86.5 

84.2 

TV""1 1"*  PTTlhp  Y*  K 

:     127 . 4 

118  0 

1 1  3  k 

88.8 

85  3 

fi^  0 

1958 

•Tfi mm w     T  7 

C  Ci.1  J  >  XCUi  Jf          1  i 

12^  8 

111  3 

80  Q 

77  k 

•     -1- j  j  •  1 

118  5 

06  2 

84  5 

80  Q 

7Q  ft 

f  w  U  J    UrTirl    /  *T i  1. 

1  3k  Q 

1  PO  fi 

J-£_\7  .VJ 

(O  •  J 

7P  7 

71  fi 

J.  ^-  k/  X  LXCVX  V 

1  30  2 

1  1  0  P 

llu  •  C— 

73  Q 

1  >7 

70  k 

7D  k 

Mnrrh  21 

1  30  1 

ill  u 

111  •  " 

73  Q 

70  3 

fiQ  P 

March  28 

1  30  P 

111  ^ 

71  6 

fifi  Q 

May  16 

12s  6 

68  1 

fi3  k 

fi3  k 

May  23 

12S  6 

70  U 

fik  5 

fik  5 

July  18 

124.9 

71.2 

64.2 

64.2 

Septemberl2 

116.7 

70.0 

63.0 

63.O 

Septemberl9 

112.2 

67.8 

63.1 

63.I 

October  24 

112.3 

67.8 

63.1 

63.I 

October  31 

106.4 

80.7 

67.8 

63.1 

63.I 

November  28 

'  106.3 

81.8 

68.9 

64.3 

64.3 

December    5  < 

IO6.3 

81.7 

68.9 

64.2 

64.2 

1959 

January  16 
January  23 
February  27 


March 

April 

April 

May 

June 

July 

July 


13 
17 
24 
29 
5 
10 

17 


98.2 
98.3 

100.7 
103.1 
120.9 
124.3 
118.3 
118.3 

121.8 
124.2 


81.9 
85.5 
86.7 


96.1 
96.1 
100.7 
103.1 


86.7 
86.7 
89.O 
90.2 


67.9 
70.2 

71.5 
82.2 
85.6 
79-7 
79-7 
83.2 
85.5 


63.2 
65.6 
66.8 
78.6 
83.3 
77.3 
77.3 
80.8 
83.2 


63.1 
63.2 
64.4 
65.6 
78.6 

83.3 
76.1 
76.2 
79.2 
82.0 


1/  Opening  and  closing  weeks  for  each  series.  "    "  ~ 

Compiled  f rom  Krel inger  and  Fernau  market  reports.  Prices  converted  from  pence 
(United  Kingdom)  to  cents  at  current  rates  of  exchange. 
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Table  1L — Marketings  covered  by  and  payments  under  the  National  Wool  Act  of  1954 


Marketing 

Marketings  covered 
by  payments 

Incentive  or 
support  level 

Average  price 

received 

year 

Shorn 
wool 

•  Unshorn      :  Mohair 
lambs  : 

Shorn 
wool 

'  Mohair 

Shorn      :  Mohair  2/ 
wool  1/  : 

Million 
pounds 

Million  Million 
pounds  pounds 

Cents 

Cents 

Cente 

Cents 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
i960 
1961 

260.2 
7/254.3 
7/156.1 

981.8 
7/1,277.1 

7/1,19^.2 

62 
62 
62 
62 
62 

70 
70 
70 
70 
70 

42.8 
44.3 
53.7 
36.4 

82.2 
84.4 

83.7 
72.3 

Payments 

70  percent 
of  specific 
and  ad 
valorem 
duties 

;  3 

Rate 

Amount  jj/ 

Shorn 
wool 

2/ 

Unshorn     „  ,  . 
,    .       :  Mohair 
lambs  / 

hi    i  * 

Shorn  : 
wool  : 

Unshorn  :  „  .    .   :  _  .  . 
..    .          Mohair  Total 
lambs     :  : 

Percent 

Cents  Percent 

Million 
dollars 

Million    Million  Million 
dollars    dollars  dollars 

Million 
dollars 

1955 
1956 
1957 

1958  : 
1959 

i960  : 
1961 

•  44.9 
40.0 

'  15.5 
70.3 

77 
71 
33 

102 

50.0 
44.0 

8/12.6 

7-6 
7-9 

8/3.5 

57-6 
51.9 

16.1 

51.5 
51.6 
krj.i 

l/  Average  price  per  pound  received  by  growers  for  wool  sold  during  the  marketing 
year  beginning  April  1. 

2/  U.  S.  average  price  per  pound  computed  by  weighting  State  average  prices  by  pro- 
duction.   Averages  for  1955  and  1956  are  for  calendar  years;  averages  for  1957  and 
later  years  are  for  the  season  beginning  April  1. 

_3_/  Percentage  needed  to  bring  the  average  return  per  pound  up  to  the  incentive  or 
support  level. 

4/  Per  hundredweight  of  unshorn  lambs  sold. 

5/  Payments  made  after  the  close  of  the  marketing  year. 

%j  The  National  Wool  Act  of  1954,  as  amended,  limits  the  accumulated  total  of  pay- 
ments under  the  Act  on  any  date  to  70  percent  of  the  accumulated  total,  as  of  the  same 
date,  of  gross  receipts  from  specific  and  ad  valorem  duties  on  wool  and  wool  manufac- 
tures on  and  after  January  1,  1953-    The  accumulated  reserve  as  of  April  1,  1955,  was 
IO3.6  million  dollars. 

7/  Unadjusted  for  weight  of  unshorn  lambs  purchased. 

8/  Through  May  31,  1959- 

From  Livestock  and  Dairy  Division,  Commodity  Stabilization  Service. 
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Table  13 . — Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn,  weight  per  fleece,  shorn  wool  production,  and 
price  per  pound  received  by  farmers,  United  States,  1940-59 


Sheep  and 

Weight  per 

Shorn 

Price  per 

Year 

-LCUUUO     D11UI  11 

fleece 

wool 

pound 

1/ 

2/ 

.           pruczut- u  ±un  . 

3/ 

Thousands 

Pounds 

Thousand  pounds 

Cents 

19^0 

46,313 

8.03 

372,014 

28.4 

19^1 

47,722 

8.12 

387,520 

35-5 

19^2 

49,287 

7-88 

388,297 

4o.i 

19^3 

47,892 

7.91 

378,843 

4i.6 

1944 

43,165 

7.84 

338,318 

42.3 

19^5 

38,763 

7-95 

307,976 

41.9 

1946 

—  1  Sir-* 

34,6U7 

8.11 

280,908 

42-3 

19U7 

30,953 

8.12 

251,425 

42.0 

I9U8 

28,649 

8.09 

231,770 

49.2 

I9U9 

26,382 

8.07 

212,899 

49.4 

1950 

26,380 

8.22 

216,944 

62.1 

1951 

27,3^7 

8.34 

228,091 

97-1 

1952 

28,051 

8.32 

233,309 

54.1 

1953 

27,845 

0.3^ 

232,258 

54.9 

1954  ; 

27,692 

A  c  0 
O.  ?2 

235,007 

CO  O 

53-2 

1955  : 

27,383 

8.55 

234,058 

4/42.8 

1956 

28,502 

8.37 

238,569 

4744.3 

1957 

28,531 

8.25 

235,509 

1958 

29,552 

8.15 

240,801 

5/36.4 

1959 

30,547 

8.25 

251,929 

T/  Includes  sheep  shorn  at  commercial  feeding  yards.     2/  For  Texas  and  California  the  weight 
per  fleece  is  the  amount  of  wool  shorn  per  sheep  and  lamb  during  the  year.    3/  Average  prices  for 
1943  and  later  years  are  for  the  marketing  season  April-March;  average  prices  for  earlier  years 
relate  to  the  calendar  year.    4/  Does  not  include  incentive  payment  to  bring  season  average 
return  to  incentive  level  of  62  cents  per  pound. 


Table  14. — Number  of  stock  sheep,  number  of  sheep  shorn,  and  shorn  wool  production, 
Native  or  fleece  wool  States  and  Western  sheep  States,  19^9  to  date 


"Native"  or 

"fleece" 

wool  StateB 

Western  sheep  States  l/ 

Year 

Stock  sheep  \ 

Sheep 

)  Shorn  wool  \ 

Stock  sheep  \ 

Sheep 

\    Shorn  wool 

on  January  1. 

shorn 

.  production  . 

on  January  1. 

shorn 

.  production 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1,000  pounds 

Thousands 

Thousands 

1,000  pounds 

1949 

7,605 

7,503 

55,104 

19,335 

18,879 

157,795 

1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1951* 

7,^28 
7,807 
8,440 
8,678 
8,608 

7,569 
8,063 
8,830 
8,929 
8,805 

56,317 
60,581 
65,952 
67,130 
66,803 

18,754 
19,444 
19,504 
18,915 
18,471 

18,811 
19,284 
19,221 
18,916 
18,887 

160,627 
167,510 
167,357 
165,128 
169,004 

1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 

:  8,673 
:  8,867 
:  9,129 
:  9,421 
:  9,596 

8,708 
9,221 
9,732 
10,224 
10,271 

66,999 
71,516 
74,070 
75,5^7 
78,222 

18,464 
18,145 
17,^09 
17,906 
18,768 

18,675 
19,281 

18,799 
19,328 
20,276 

167,059 
167,053 
161,439 
165,25^ 
173,707 

1/  Includes  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Montana,  Idaho,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Nevada,  Washington,  Oregon  and  California. 
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Table  lb. — Percentage  distribution  of  apparel  wool  and  other  fiber 
consumed  for  the  spinning  of  yarn  (except  carpet)  on  the 
woolen  system,  United  States,  by  months,  1951  to  date 


Fiber 

:  Jan. 

:  Feb . : 

Mar. 

:  Apr . 

:  May 

:  June 

:  July 

:  Aug. 

: Sept . 

:  Oct . 

:  Nov. 

:  Dec . : 

Year 

:  Pet . 

Pet. 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet  • 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

Pet . 

T7,tI- 

rct . 

Pet . 

Shorn  and  pulled 

wool  of  the  sheep 

1951 

:  35-3 

3d  .7 

39.D 

Ill  -7 

41.  f 

Ji  P  A 

4£  .U 

kn  R 

k5-5 

JlC  Q 

4^.9 

JiV  7 
4f  .1 

kc.  7 

^5  -i 

4^  .d 

kP  c. 
^d.  > 

1952 

: 

k2.2 

1+2.3 

1+1.6 

1+2.0 

1+1.2 

1+1.9 

1+3.1+ 

1+2.7 

1+3.8 

kk.2 

k3.8 

1+2.7 

1953 

:  U3.6 

1+6.1 

1+5.3 

47.9 

1+5.1 

kk.O 

1+2.3 

45.6 

1+7.4 

1+6.8 

1+6.7 

1+5.8 

1+1+.7 

195U 

:  h^)  ,4- 

lip  A 
"id  .0 

ho  li 
43  .4 

43.  d 

Jl  0.  0 

liO  0 
*d.  3 

\ii  ft 

41  .O 

4,3  .0 

ji  0  0 
43.  d 

kk  n 
4H  •  U 

kP  Q 

1955 

■    kl  Q 

In  k 

HI  •  H 

kl  1 

HI  •  7 

kn  9 

0.Q  P 

y?-d 

0.Q 

J7«  J 

o.fi  P 

OQ  A 

J  J  •(-> 

1+0.1 

J4Q.ii 

1956 

:  39.0 

39.1 

1+0.0 

li  A  )i 

40.4 

30.9 

ko  .2 

39.1+ 

39.0 

-jO  A 
30.9 

39.1 

li  A  Jl 

4U .  4 

1+0 . 5 

on  C 

39.0 

1957 

:  39.O 

39-2 

39.6 

OA  7 

30.1 

37.0 

37.2 

30.2 

35.2 

35-3 

0)1  Jl 
34  . 4 

07  £ 
31.0 

OO  A 
33.0 

30  .0 

1  ACQ 

1950 

:  3°  «k 

35.1 

33-7 

3^.3 

31+-5 

35-5 

35.2 

33.0 

0*7  A 
33-0 

33-3 

00  n 

0  c  0 

35.3 

3k.  5 

1959 

DC  /C 

35.D 

35-3 

30  .4 

o  c  A 

35-5 

o£  £ 

Other  wool,  re- 

processed wool, 

and  reused  wool  1/ 

1951 

40 .  3 

45.5 

)■  0  A 
42. 0 

44 . 3 

42.  5 

k3.5 

kO.3 

JiA  A 

40. 0 

Ji7  C 

41 .0 

kl  .2 

J.  -7  7 

k3.1 

JiO  Ji 

li  *7  A 

43.  d 

1952 

1+3.8 

U3.6 

1+2.0 

1+2.6 

1+2.1+ 

1+5-7 

1+6.2 

1+2.6 

1+3.0 

1+2.2 

1+1-5 

1+1.9 

1+3.2 

1953 

43.1 

ko.6 

1+0.1 

37.0 

1+1.2 

1+2.2 

1+1+.6 

1+0.1 

38.4 

38.5 

36.6 

1+0.2 

^1.3 

195U 

4U  .O 

4-1 .0 

1+1.0 

1+1 .0 

1+2 . 5 

till  T 

44.  ( 

k5-5 

1+2.5 

J.  7  7 

41 .1 

1,7  C 

41.5 

Ji  A  li 

40.4 

li  O  O 

43.2 

k2 .2 

1955 

)|  0  It 

43.4 

k2 .0 

1. 7  o 
41.  3 

JiO  )i 

4^.4 

41 .1 

I,  0  7 
43.1 

1+2.9 

1+1 .9 

1+2.5 

Jl  Jl  0 
44.3 

k2 .0 

43.0 

1+2.5 

1956 

^3 -7 

^3 .2 

42. 0 

1+2.0 

1+2.7 

1+1.0 

).  0  A 

1+2.1 

1+1.2 

ko.9 

30.  Z' 

Ji  7  -7 

1+1.9 

195  f 

4U .  4 

4U .  3 

39.9 

JiA  C 

4U  .O 

Ji  A  C 

4U .  p 

Ji  7  O 

41 

Jl  0  0 

1+3.0 

Jl  7  Jl 

41 . 4 

J 1  A  T 

4U.  ( 

43.0 

)|<  A 

4o  .U 

liT  C 

41.5 

7  ncA  < 

1950 

da  a 

39«9 

111  -7 

41.  f 

41.7 

)|7  £ 

41  .0 

4^  •  4 

liO  A 
43  .U 

JiO  0 
4d.3 

Ji 0  0 
id  ,d 

)|7  A 
41 .0 

111  C 

kl.5 

JiA  A 
4U  .O 

)|7  A 
41 .0 

Ji  T  "7 

41.  ( 

1959  : 

)i A  a 

4-u  .y 

1+1 .0 

40.4 

1+1.0 

J,  A  A 

4U  .0 

liA  O 

Manmade 

fiber  2/  ! 

1  AC7  • 

1951  ! 

7.0 

A  n 
0.3 

7.0 

C  1 
0.1 

7.2 

0 .0 

5-5 

5-3 

5.0 

k-3 

li  P 
4.c 

li  li 
4.4 

C  A 

0  .u 

1952  : 

fc.3 

1+.9 

6.6 

6.0 

6.2 

1+.9 

k.k 

1+.8 

5-1 

5-0 

1+.8 

k.9 

5.1 

1953  : 

8.7 

8.2 

8.9 

9.1+ 

8.6 

8.2 

8.1 

8.8 

8.3 

8.6 

9.6 

7.2 

8.5 

1954  : 

O.O 

10.1 

10.5 

11 .0 

9.9 

9.3 

9.7 

11.  k 

11.6 

11  .4 

11.  k 

10.2 

10. k 

1955 

I  1  7 

II  .1 

7 p  £ 

l£  .0 

13.7 

7  0  A 

Id  .0 

TO  O 

1^.9 

TO  T 

13.1 

7  ll  C 

14.5 

7  Jl  7 

14  .1 

TO  A 

13-0 

7  0  A 

13.0 

7  7  A 
11  .O 

TO  T 

13.I 

195D 

7  7  O 
11.9 

TO  7 
lei.  f 

7  0  A 
l£  .O 

TOO 

TOO 

13-9 

7  Jl  A 
14  .  U 

TO  C 

13.? 

7  Jl  O 

14  .  d 

7  C  7 
15-1 

l^.O 

1  0  £. 
13. 0 

1  0  A 
I3.O 

1957 

Ten 
15«9 

7  C  O 
15.3 

1  c  A 

7^  "7 

lo. 7 

7  A  A 

10  .U 

7  £  A 

10 .0 

7£  "7 

lb. 7 

17-0 

7  A  (? 

10 .0 

OA  A 
dU  .U 

OA  O 

l6  «9 

17.2 

1  ncfl  « 
I950 

19 .0 

19.6 

21.2 

20.2 

19.3 

17.7 

7  A  A 
It)  .O 

20 .1+ 

20  .k 

21.5 

22.3 

19.1 

20 .0 

1959 

7  a  ~7 
19.7 

20 .1 

19.8 

7  A  C 
19.5 

20.3 

19.1 

Other  : 

fiber  2/  ; 

7  oc.7  ■ 

O  li 
9.4 

9»5 

7  A  A 
-LU  .  U 

( •y 

A  0 
O.3 

7.9 

7.7 

A  )i 
0.4 

7«5 

-7  )l 
7.^ 

7.0 

A  A 

O  .U 

A  0 
0.3 

1952 

8.5 

9-3 

9.1 

9.8 

9.1+ 

8.2 

7.5 

9.2 

9.2 

9.0 

9.5 

9-1+ 

9.0 

1953  ! 

1+.6 

5-1 

5.7 

5.7 

5-1 

5.6 

5.0 

5.5 

5.9 

6.1 

7-1 

6.8 

5.5 

1  QRk 

k  ft 

k  k 

*3  7 
J»  ( 

•3  ft 

k  0. 
4.  5 

0  V 

3.  ( 

k  P 

4  •  c. 

5*  ( 

k  k 
4  .  *f 

1955 

3.6 

3.6 

3.7 

3.8 

3-8 

3.7 

l+.k 

l+.l 

4.5 

k.k 

4.5 

1+.0 

1956  : 

1+.6 

5.0 

1+.6 

4.1+ 

1+.1+ 

1+.8 

1+.6 

1+.8 

4.7 

5-1 

1+.6 

1+.7 

1957  : 

^.7 

5.2 

U.7 

1+.6 

^.5 

1+.8 

1+.9 

1+.8 

4.7 

1+.9 

1+.6 

i+.i 

4.7 

1958 

h.l 

3.6 

3A 

3.9 

3-8 

3.8 

3.7 

3-8 

1+.0 

3-7 

i+.o 

3.8 

3-8 

1959  : 

3-8 

3.6 

3-k 

3-7 

3-1+ 

3-* 

l/  As  defined  in  the  Wool  Products  Labeling  Act  of  1939. 

2/  Prior  to  January  1953>  manmade  fibers  other  than  rayon  and  acetate  were  included  in  "other 
fiber". 


Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  19- --Percentage  distribution  of  fibers  consumed  for  spinning  of  carpet 
and  rug  yarns  on  the  woolen  system,  United  States,  by  months,  1950  to  date 


Fiber  : 

Jan. 

Feb. : 

Mar.  : 

Apr. : 

May  : 

June : 

July 

Aug. : 

Sept . i 

Oct. : 

Nov. : 

Dec.  : 

Year 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Shorn  and  pulled  : 

wool  of  the  sheep  : 

1950  : 

80.3 

80. 

3 

81.2 

81.6 

81.6 

79-1 

75-5 

78.4 

78.5 

76.8 

74.7 

74.2 

79-2 

1951  : 

73-9 

71. 

4 

72.5 

63.O 

54.6 

52.0 

38.7 

56.2 

57-4 

65-5 

64.5 

69.8 

64.6 

1952  : 

71-1 

73- 

8 

72.0 

72.4 

70.9 

74.5 

75-1 

78.5 

75-2 

74.2 

75-5 

73-9 

73-9 

1953  : 

73-6 

73- 

4 

73-4 

74.9 

73-0 

74.0 

74.7 

77-7 

75-8 

74.3 

75-5 

75-3 

74.6 

1954  : 

72.8 

74. 

8 

76.1 

74. 9 

74.2 

71.5 

69.7 

71-3 

73-2 

69.7 

71-7 

71.7 

72.8 

1955 

67.3 

67 

3 

67.1 

68.5 

72.6 

68.5 

69.2 

70.3 

71.9 

70.9 

70.8 

73-1 

69.8 

1956  : 

73-6 

74 

0 

76.2 

71.8 

73-7 

74.8 

71.6 

72.4 

70.5 

71-3 

67.1 

68.7 

72.2 

1957  : 

72.5 

74. 

3 

72.1 

73.0 

69.8 

68.5 

70.4 

69.O 

69.8 

69.3 

66.1 

65.8 

70.4 

1958  : 

65.6 

64. 

2 

65.5 

59-2 

6O.5 

64.9 

68.9 

68.9 

69.O 

68.5 

67.4 

69.9 

66.5 

1959  : 

75-0 

73- 

2 

72.6 

75-0 

74.2 

74.8 

Other  wool  l/  : 

1950  : 

3.* 

3. 

8 

3-4 

3-0 

3-1 

3.8 

3-1 

4.6 

3-2 

3.3 

3-1 

2.7 

3.4 

1951  : 

2.5 

2 

8 

3.3 

3-5 

3-6 

-  3-6 

3-7 

2.8 

2.1 

2.4 

2.0 

3-7 

3-0 

1952  : 

2-7 

2. 

1 

3-2 

3-8 

4.3 

2.4 

2.4 

2.3 

4.0 

4.3 

4.6 

4.2 

2.5 

1953 

4.0 

5 

5 

5-0 

5-3 

4.3 

6.6 

4.8 

4.9 

4.7 

5-8 

5-2 

5-7 

5-1 

1954 

2.1 

1 

8 

2.0 

2.3 

2.3 

2.2 

3-0 

1.7 

2.1 

2-5 

2.2 

2.0 

2.1 

1955  : 

1.4 

1 

6 

1-7 

2.0 

1-9 

•  2.1 

2.4 

1.7 

1-9 

1-7 

1-9 

1-9 

1-9 

1956  : 

1.7 

1 

8 

2.0 

1-5 

1.9 

1.6 

2.1 

1.4 

1.1 

1-3 

1.0 

1.0 

1.5 

1957 

1.0 

9 

1.0 

•  9 

1.0 

1.0 

1-3 

•7 

•  9 

•  9 

1.1 

•  9 

1.0 

1958 

1.0 

8 

1.0 

1.0 

1-3 

1-3 

1.1 

.8 

1.0 

•  9 

.8 

.6 

•  9 

1959 

.5 

5 

•  5 



Reused  and  repro- 

cessed wool  l/ 

1950 

10.8 

9 

2 

9-7 

9-4 

9-2 

10.1 

11-5 

8.7 

9.8 

9-7 

10.2 

8.7 

9-7 

1951 

9-2 

9 

6 

8.9 

9-1 

9-2 

8.5 

13.1 

5.0 

8.5 

6.8 

7-3 

5-8 

8.5 

1952 

6.8 

5 

9 

4.7 

4.8 

5-9 

8.4 

10.4 

6.2 

5-9 

5-6 

4.4 

4.6 

6.8 

1953 

5-h 

4 

0 

5.0 

4.8 

5-9 

4.8 

7-1 

4.1 

5.0 

4.4 

7-7 

4.4 

5-1 

1954 

7.h 

7 

5 

8.3 

6.8 

7-4 

9-1 

7-9 

8.9 

9-1 

7-7 

7-7 

8.1 

8.0 

1955 

9-1 

8 

6 

9-8 

7-9 

6.2 

6.3 

6.9 

6.2 

7-7 

8.0 

7-8 

8.2 

7-8 

1956 

7-1 

7 

0 

6.4 

8.3 

8.3' 

6.2 

8.5 

8.3 

8.6 

8.9 

8.6 

9-7 

7-9 

1957 

.  9-7 

8 

1 

9-3 

10.2 

8.0 

8.5 

10.7 

10.1 

9-6 

11.2 

10.0 

9-7 

9-6 

1958 

:  7-9 

9 

2 

9-6 

12.4 

12.5 

12.0 

10.6 

10.0 

9-7 

9.4 

10.7 

10.2 

10.2 

1959 

:  8.4 

9 

7 

10.0 

8-9 

9.8 

10.1 

Man-made  fiber  2/ 

1950 

:  2.4 

4 

0 

3-0 

3-4 

3.8 

4.5 

5-5 

5.7 

5-8 

7-2 

9.4 

12.3 

5-6 

1951 

:  11.7 

13 

8 

13-4 

22.0 

29.4 

31.9 

37.1 

31.4 

27-7 

21.5 

22.3 

17-5 

20.8 

1952 

.  17.4 

15 

8 

18.6 

17.6 

17.2 

12.2 

9-6 

11.5 

13-2 

14.2 

14.0 

16.1 

15-1 

1953 

:  15.3 

16 

0 

15.6 

14.0 

15-7 

13.7 

12.7 

11.9 

13.4 

14.5 

10.7 

13-5 

14.1 

1954 

:  16.8 

14 

8 

12.5 

14.9 

15-3 

16.6 

19.1 

17-3 

15.3 

18.2 

17-4 

17.4 

16.2 

1955 

:  21.4 

21 

7 

20.6 

20.7 

18.5 

22.1 

19-5 

20.4 

16.6 

17.6 

18.0 

15-9 

19-3 

1956 

:  16.9 

16 

4 

14.1+ 

17.0 

15.0 

16.4 

16.2 

16.6 

18.1 

17-3 

21.8 

19-5 

17.2 

1957 

:  15-8 

15 

0 

16.2 

13-7 

17-9 

19.1 

16.0 

18.2 

18.6 

17-5 

21.5 

22.0 

17.3 

1958 

:  24.6 

24 

0 

22.0 

25-5 

23-9 

19.9 

18.6 

19.0 

18.8 

20.2 

20.0 

18.0 

21.0 

1959 

:  14.6 

16 

0 

16.0 

15.0 

15.0 

14.1 

Other  fiber  2/ 

2.6 

1950 

:  3-1 

2 

•  7 

2.7 

2.6 

2.3 

2.5 

4.4 

2.6 

2.7 

3-0 

2.1 

2.1 

1951 

:  2.7 

2 

It 

1-9 

2.4 

3.2 

4.0 

7-4 

4.6 

4-3 

3-8 

3-9 

3-2 

3-1 

1952 

:  2.0 

2 

4 

1.5 

1.4 

1-7 

2.5 

2.5 

1-5 

1.7 

1-7 

1-5 

1.2 

1-7 

1953 

:  1.7 

1 

.1 

1.0 

1.0 

1.1 

•9 

•7 

1.4 

1.1 

1.0 

•  9 

1.1 

1.1 

1954 

:  -9 

1 

.1 

1.1 

1.1 

.8 

.6 

•  3 

.8 

•  3 

1-9 

1.0 

.8 

•9 

1955 

:  .8 

8 

.8 

•  9 

.8 

1.0 

2.0 

1.4 

1-9 

1.8 

1.5 

•  9 

1.2 

1956 

:  -7 

6 

1.0 

1.4 

1.1 

1.0 

1.6 

1-3 

1-7 

1.2 

1.5 

1.1 

1.2 

1957 

:  1.0 

1 

■  7 

1.4 

2.2 

3-3 

2.9 

1.6 

2.0 

1.1 

1.1 

1-3 

1.6 

1-7 

1958 

:  .9 

1 

8 

1.9 

1-9 

1.8 

1.9 

.8 

1-3 

1-5 

1.0 

1.1 

1.3 

1.4 

1959 

:  1*5 

.6 

.9 

1/  As  defined  in  the  V/ool  Products  Labeling  Act  of  1939- 
2/  Prior  to  January  1953,  synthetics  other  than  rayon  and  acetate  were  included  with  "other  fibers." 


Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  23 . --Production  and  manufacturers'  shipments  of  tufted  rugs  and  carpet- 
ing, United  States,  1951-58 


Production 

Year 

Scatter  rugs,  bathmats 
[and  sets  (rugs  4  f  t .  x  G\ 
ft.  or  smaller) 

Rugs  and  carpeting, 
'including  roll  goods  (rugs[ 
'larger  than  4  ft.  x  6  ft.)| 

Total 

1,000 
square 
yards 

1,000 
square 
yards 

1,000 
square 
yards 

1951  : 

1952  : 

1953  : 
January -June  : 

15,070 
19,146 

10,587 

6,076 
10,420 

6,976 

21,146 
29,566 

17,563 

Manufacturers  1 

shipments 

1953  : 
July -Dec ember : 

1954  '  : 

1955  : 
195  0  : 

1957  : 

1958  : 

12,224 
24,891 
30,477 
28,949 
30,725 
3^,046 

9,309 
29,520 

^7,3^5 
54,228 

68,926 

79,^51 

21,533 
54,411 
77,822 
83,177 
99,651 
113,497 

Compiled  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M  22L   Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Table  24. --Yarns  consumed  in  the  manufacture  of  tufted  products,  United  States, 

1952-58 


Yarn 

:  1952  : 

.  1953 

:  1954  : 

1955  • 

.  1956  : 

•     1957  : 

1958 

Cotton  : 
Rayon  and  acetate 
Wool 
Other 

Total  : 

.Million    Million  Million    Million  Million    Million  Million 
: pounds      pounds    pounds      pounds    pounds      pounds  pounds 

74.3        86.3      92.4        86.8      64.4        64.4  65.3 
2.2         7.9      31.4        73-1      88.4       106.2  93.2 
)  fi          )  k       )o  0       )1P  ,        6.8        14.8  23.4 

r6      )-k    )3-3    )12-3    12.2     17.6  24.8 

,7.1        9^.6     127.1       172.2     171.8      203.O  206.7 

Compiled  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M  221,   Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Table  28. --Cuttings  of  specified  items  of  women's,  misses',  and  juniors' 
outerwear  garments  "by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment, 
United  States,  January -May,  1957-59 


Type  of  garment 

1957 

\  1958 

:  1959 

:  Percentage 
:    change  1959 
:      from  1958 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

Dresses  (unit -priced) 

:  74,091 

67,320 

72,911 

+8.3 

Rayon  and  acetate 

:  33,554 

33,551 

33,955 

+1.2 

Other 

40,537 

33,769 

38,956 

+15.4 

Skirts 

35,028 

35,928 

46,596 

+29.7 

Rayon  and  acetate 

:  0,312 

5,712 

o,73o 

+52.9 

Other 

:  28,716 

30,216 

37,86o 

+25-3 

Suits 

:  4,743 

4,265 

5,217 

+22.3 

Rayon  and  acetate 

2,054 

1,324 

1,914 

+44.6 

Other 

:  2,689 

2,94l 

3,303 

+12.3 

Coats 

:  9,771 

9,0hk 

8,939 

-1.2 

Blouses 

:  82,344 

74,1+60 

80,820 

+8.5 

Cotton 

:  61,152 

57,588 

60,156 

+4.5 

Other 

:  21,192 

16,872 

20,664 

+22.5 

Compiled  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M23H,  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Table  29- --Percentage  distribution  of  cuttings  of  women's,  misses',  and  juniors' 
outerwear  garments  by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment, 
United  States,  January -May,  1957-59 


Type  of  garment 

1957  : 

1958 

:  1959 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Dresses  (unit -priced) 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate 

45.3 

49.8 

46.6 

Other 

:  54.7 

50.2 

53.4 

Skirts  : 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate 

18.0 

15.9 

18.7 

Other 

:  82.0 

84.1 

81.3 

Suits 

:  100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Rayon  and  acetate 

:  43.3 

31.0 

36.7 

Other 

:  56.7 

69.0 

63.3 

Blouses 

100 . 0 

100.0 

100.0 

Cotton 

:  74.3 

77.3 

74.4 

Other 

:  25-7 

22.7 

25.6 

Derived  from  Facts  for  Industry  Series  M23H,  Bureau  of  the  Census . 
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